
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 22, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Lent 10:30AM 
 
Chimes 
 
Welcome 

One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

 
Prelude  O God, Regard My Humble Plea      Heinrich Isaak, arr. Arthur Frackenpohl 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Choral Introit Show Me, Lord After St. Bridget of Sweden; Taizé Community 
 
Call to Worship – based on Hymn 166 

As you with Satan did contend 
and did the victory win, 
O give us strength to persevere, 
in you to conquer sin. 
And through these days of penitence, 
and through this Passiontide, 
yes, evermore, in life and death, 
O Lord, with us abide. 

 
Hymn No. 166 (standing)      Lord Who throughout These Forty Days  
 

Call to Confession 
 
Prayers of Confession 

O God of such faithfulness, 
whose angels ministered to Jesus, 
in you we also find our refuge and strength. 
 

When the wilderness is thrust upon us 
by life in this broken world 
or by another’s injustice 
be for us a balm of strength and deliverance.  
 

And when the wilderness is of our own making 
by what we should not have done  
or by what we have failed to do 
be for us a balm of forgiveness and repentance. [over] 



 

 
Hear our prayers …  
 

[silent prayer] 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

 
Response No. 175, verse 1 (seated) Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 

 
Remembering the Law of Love – based on Matthew 22:37-40 

What is the great and first commandment? 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart  
and with all your soul  
and with all your mind. 
What is the second commandment like it? 
Love your neighbor as yourself. 
What does this mean? 
Love is the fulfilling of God’s law. 
To what does this call us? 
To a life of faith working through love. 

 
Passing the Peace 

 
Announcements and Invitations 
 
Scripture – Micah 6:6-8 
 
Gathering of our Offerings 

 
Offertory Music Offertory (based on Micah 6:6-8) John Ness Beck 
 
Doxology No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
Hymn No. 70 (seated)      What Does the Lord Require of You? 

What does the Lord require of you? What does the Lord require of you? 

Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God.  [Repeat All]  

 
Scriptures – Matthew 4:1-11 

 
Sermon – Lent: In the wilderness with Jesus – Part Five: The gift and burden of radical monotheism  

 
Hymn No. 641 (standing)      When In Our Music God Is Glorified 
 
 



Charge and Benediction 
 

One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

 
Response  NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 

 
Postlude Festive Postlude       Iouri Grichetchkine
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Information & Announcements 
 
Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for 
you in our weekly fellowship. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Current Member Concerns: Jane Prentice; Evelyn Clark; Rex & Nita Tidwell; Joan Walker; Mary Alice 
Wilson; Annette Hutto; Sarah Morrow - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna 
Carole Kitchens; Karen Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel 
Davis’s grandson); Rhonda Weaver; Suzann Smith’s sister-in-law (severe vision problems); Kimberly 
Lewis (Frenchie Bowen’s niece); Louise Sallstrom; Kyra Osmus; Lucile Hawkins; Barbara Barczak 
(Bernadette Preyna’s sister)  –  Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley (David & Liz Riley’s son); 
Joshua Sulkers (Sharon Sulkers’ son); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson); 
James Barefoot, Austin Jones, and James Hawkins (family friends of Jennifer Whitehead) 
 
Sanctuary Flowers 
If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event 
or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to 
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members. 
 
2026 Easter Lilies 
Every year, Northminster congregants help fill our sanctuary with potted Easter Lilies on Easter Sunday.  
These flowers represent beautiful memories of loved ones with celebration for their life.  Please see your blue 
sheet for information about having a lily for your loved one(s). After worship on Easter morning, lilies can be 
taken home or taken to someone you know who could appreciate their beauty.  Cost is $15 each; checks can be 
made payable to the church with “lilies” in the memo line. *Next Sunday (March 29th) will be the last Sunday to 
order* 
 
BINGO! and 5th Sunday Lunch – March 29th  
Join us for 5th Sunday lunch (provided by our finance and outreach committees) after worship Sunday, 
March 29th, in the fellowship hall and purchase your BINGO! cards on your way in.  Our annual youth-
sponsored BINGO! fundraiser will be combined with this month’s lunch to create an afternoon full of fun 
and fellowship.  Get 12 BINGO cards for $15 or 24 cards for $25.  All proceeds will go to help the youth 
attend both Middle School and High School Montreat conferences this summer.  
 



 
Adult & Children’s Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School meets in the community room Sunday mornings at 9AM.  Children’s Sunday School, for 
all in 5th grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30AM in the Kidventure room upstairs near the fellowship 
hall. Childcare begins at 9AM for parents wanting to attend Sunday School. 
 
Choir Rehearsal Schedules 
Bell Choir is currently on break. Rehearsals resume Wednesday, April 1st at 6PM.  Vocal choir meets every 
Wednesday from 7:00-8:15 p.m.  All are invited to join in! 
 
Flint River Presbytery - Disaster Relief Mission Trip in Western North Carolina 
A joint mission trip with Savannah Presbytery has been scheduled for April 26-May 2, to provide Hurricane 
Helene related relief in and around Canton, North Carolina. Up to 20 volunteers are needed to perform a 
variety of services, from group support and transportation to clean-up, repairs and new construction under 
local guidance. Donations to assist with trip expenses can be made at on our online giving link 
at www.flintriverpresbytery.org. Please note that your donation is for disaster relief and note in the memo that 
this is for the April NC mission trip.    
 
All things property 
If you have a concern or question about our building and property, please speak to or contact elder Brad Miles, 
so he and the property committee can address it. His information can be found on the 2026 Elder Contact 
bulletin insert. 
 
Contact Pastor Ralph 
Ralph welcomes any and all forms of contact at any time: phone, text, email, in-person. Do reach out if 
conversation, prayer, and/or a visit would be a blessing to you. A normal work week includes working from 
home on Mondays; office time, meetings, and visitation on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays; and 
normally Fridays as a day off.  Weekends often include congregational and presbytery activities.  
cell: 478-250-3355  email: pastorhawkins@northminstermacon.org 
 
Mercer University Spring Organ Recital – March 28th  
The Mercer University Organ Studio will present its Spring Recital THIS SATURDAY, March 28th at 5PM in 
Fickling Recital Hall (inside the McCorkle Music Building) on Adams Street. David Kenney, Jr. will be among 
the featured performers.  All are invited! 
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