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...making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in Christ

December 7, 2025 2nd Sunday of Advent 10:30AM
Chimes

Welcome

Prelude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Traditional Plainsong, arr. Robert Lau

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Advent Candle Song God, You Are Light David M. Kenney, Sr.

(All Sing) God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us HOPE in the Christ You send.
O HOPE of Israel, Water of Life: come save us, O Lord. Our HOPE is in You.

God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us PEACE in the Christ You send.
Bind us together in PEACE; make us one. For all near and far, true PEACE is from You.

Opening Prayer

Call to Worship — Isaiah 11:1-10

On this humbled ground, a tiny shoot, hopeful and promising,
will sprout from Jesse’s stump:
A branch will emerge from his roots to bear fruit.
And on this child from David’s line,
the Spirit of the Eternal One will alight and rest.
By the Spirit of wisdom and discernment
He will shine like the dew.
By the Spirit of counsel and strength
He will judge fairly and act courageously.
By the Spirit of knowledge and reverence of the Eternal One,
He will take pleasure in honoring the Eternal.
He will determine fairness and equity;
He will consider more than what meets the eye,
And weigh in more than what he’s told.

Choral Introit Prepare the Way of the Lord Taize Community & Jacques Berthier

Scripture — Matthew 3:1-12



Sermon — “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”
(including words by Carl P. Daw Jr. and music by Joseph Parry, from hymn no. 163 in Glory to God)

Call to Confession

Silent Prayers of Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
Scripture — Isaiah 11:1-10

Anthem A Shoot from Jesse’s Stump Will Grow  GOD REST YOU MERRY, English Melody
Based on Isaiah 11:1-9 paraphrased by D. M. K.

Passing the Peace

Announcements and Invitations

Hymn No. 129 (seated) Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Remembering our Baptisms

Affirmation of Faith — from the Presbyterian Declaration of Faith

We believe that at the Lord's supper

the community of believers is renewed

by the memory of Christ's life and death,

by his real presence in the power of the Holy Spirit,
and by the promise of his coming again.

Christ makes himself known to us in the breaking of bread.
He offers us his body broken for our sake

and his blood shed for the forgiveness of our sins.

We accept his promises and gifts

and depend on his life to sustain ours.

In turn we offer ourselves in thanksgiving

to the risen Lord who has conquered death.

So we celebrate his victory here and now

and anticipate the joyous feast in his coming kingdom.
Reunited around one loaf and cup,

we receive strength and courage

to continue our pilgrimage with God in the world.

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise...

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Sharing of the Bread and Cup
All who desire the communion meal are invited to come forward to the table, receive a portion of bread from the
pastor, take a cup from one of the elders, and return to the pew. We will share in the cup together once everyone has
been served.

Music during Communion Edward Clark, Saxophone

Unison Prayer
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.
May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.

Hymn No. 87 (standing) Comfort, Comfort Now My People
Charge and Benediction

Response God Grant You Lightness in Your Step Irish Christmas Blessing
(All sing) God grant you lightness in your step music by D. M. K.
A smile on ev’ry face you meet,
And loved ones gathered at your hearth,
And, at your door, good friends to greet,
A holy hymn upon your lips,
A window candle burning bright,
And may the good Lord bless your heart
And come to dwell there Christmas night.
Amen! Amen! Amen!

Postlude O Little Town of Bethlehem Louis H. Redner, arr. Marianne Kim
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Information & Announcements

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for
you in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Duffy; Jane Prentice; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Sarah Morrow; Larry Smallwood -
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Cody Hynes; Karen
Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson); Rhonda
Weaver; Steve Davis; Suzann Smith’s sister-in-law (severe vision problems); Kimberly Lewis (Frenchie
Bowen’s niece); Louise Sallstrom; Kyra Osmus; Bob Moon; Lucile Hawkins —

Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley (David & Liz Riley’s son); Joshua Sulkers (Sharon Sulkers’
son); Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol
Holt’s grandson); James Barefoot, Austin Jones, and James Hawkins (family friends of Jennifer
Whitehead)

Sanctuary Flowers

Flowers this week have been given to the glory of God by Pat McCall with appreciation for the Northminster staff
— Pastor, Ralph Hawkins, Music Director, David Kenney, Ministry Assistant, Jennifer Whitehead, and volunteer
bookkeeper, Nita McCord — for their dedication, support, and leadership.



If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event
or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Alternative Christmas Fair —- TODAY!

Sunday, December 7, join us for our annual alternative Christmas fair immediately following the worship
service. This event is an opportunity to give to some of our closest mission outreaches. With your gift, you will
receive a Christmas card(s) to give to family or friends indicating that your gift was made in their honor or in
celebration of a special event.

Men’s Breakfast — December 10
All men are invited to breakfast at H&H Restaurant, 807 Forsyth Street, at 7AM this Wednesday, December
10th. Thisis a dutch treat event. We will fellowship and discuss The Life of David: “Beauty” - 1 Samuel 25.

Organ Concert — December 14
All are invited! Join us NEXT Sunday, December 14t at 3PM in the sanctuary for a concert of Advent and
Christmas organ music by David M. Kenney, Jr. (FREE ADMISSION)

Children’s Sunday School
All children, 5™ grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30AM every Sunday. We can’t wait to see you

and your friends there.

Adult Sunday School
There will be no Sunday School December 215t and 28t (the two Sundays around Christmas). We will resume
with a new series Sunday, January 4t at 9:00AM.

Choir Rehearsals Every Wednesday

My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul. -- Psalm 108:1 (NIV)

Vocal choir will rehearse Wednesdays, December 10, and 17" from 7:00-8:15 p.m. We will break for the
Christmas Holiday and return to our regular rehearsals every Wednesday from 7:00-8:15 p.m. beginning
January 7t. Bell Choir rehearsals will resume January 7t and continue every Wednesday from 6:00-7:00
p.m. All are invited to join! Comments? Questions? Contact David Kenney, our music director, at:
peechdoctor@comecast.net OR 603-793-7796 (text or call)

PCUSA Special Offering — Christmas Joy

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous
gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the church with incredible leadership in every time and place,
but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support
needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color and
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time on need. We will collect this offering, having
specific envelopes at the welcome desk, Sunday, December 21st.

Metal for Meds

Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our
clinic in the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated
bins. When dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags.
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