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Chimes

Welcome

Choral Prelude Up in the Sky (Spiritual) words by S. Benjamin Hamblett, III
Dr. Marcus Reddick, Percussion music by David M. Kenney, Sr.

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Advent Candle Song God, You Are Light D.M. K.

(All Sing) God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us HOPE in the Christ You send.
O HOPE of Israel, Water of Life: come save us, O Lord. Our HOPE is in You.

God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us PEACE in the Christ You send.
Bind us together in PEACE; make us one. For all near and far, true PEACE is from You.

God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us JOY in the Christ You send.
We sing for JOY at the works of Your hands. Through Jesus, the Christ, full JOY come from You.

God, You are Light! In You is no darkness. Give us LOVE in the Christ You send.
We LOVE You, God, because You loved us first. In giving Your Son, true LOVE comes from You.

Opening Prayer
Choral Introit Up in the Sky

Call to Worship — based on Isaiah 7:10-16

God has given signs and wonders to those who have gone before us.
"Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven."

But sometimes we are afraid to look, or afraid to ask.
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son
and she shall name him Immanuel.”

Jesus is our sure sign of God’s steadfast mercy and grace.
So come let us adore him, Christ our Lord.

Hymn No. 133 (standing) O Come, All Ye Faithful



Call to Confession

Choral Response Sounds of Christmas

Prayers of Confession

God of promise,

you have given us a sign of your love

through the gift of Jesus, our Christ, our Savior,
who was promised from ages past.

We believe as Joseph did

the message of your presence

whispered by an angel,

and offer now our prayers for confession,
confident in your care and mercy

and relying on your grace.

Hear our prayers of confession ...

[silent prayer]
Assurance of Forgiveness
Remembering our Baptisms

Scripture — Romans 1:1-7

Hymn No. 145 (seated) What Child Is This

Affirmation of Faith — from the Presbyterian Declaration of Faith

Jesus, the long expected Savior,

came into the world as a child,

descended from David,

conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of Mary, a virgin.

He lived as a Jew among Jews.

He announced to his people

the coming of God's kingdom of justice and peace on earth.

We affirm that Jesus was born of woman

as is every child,

yet born of God's power

as was no other child.

In the person and work of Jesus,

God himself and a human life

are united but not confused,

distinguished but not separated.

The coming of Jesus was itself

the coming of God's promised rule.

Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection,
he brings about the relationship between God and humanity
that God always intended.

Passing the Peace
Announcements and Invitations

Gathering of our Offerings

words by S. B. H., music by D. M. K.



Offertory Music Angels Singing in the Sky words by S. B. H., music by D. M. K.

Response No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Choral Response Christ is Born words by S. B. H., music by D. M. K.
Scripture — Matthew 1:18-25

Hymn No. 139 (seated) That Boy-Child of Mary

Sermon — What’s in a name?

Hymn No. 132 (standing) Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Charge and Benediction

Response God Grant You Lightness in Your Step Irish Christmas Blessing
(All sing) God grant you lightness in your step music by D. M. K.
A smile on ev’ry face you meet,
And loved ones gathered at your hearth,
And, at your door, good friends to greet,
A holy hymn upon your lips,
A window candle burning bright,
And may the good Lord bless your heart
And come to dwell there Christmas night.
Amen! Amen! Amen!

Postlude 1l est né, le divin Enfant French Carol
(He Is Born, the Divine Child) arr. Richard Hudson
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Information & Announcements

Welcome Dr. Marcus Reddick
Sharing his talents with us today is Dr. Marcus Reddick, director of percussion studies at Mercer University.

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for
you in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Duffy; Jane Prentice; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Sarah Morrow; Larry Smallwood -
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Cody Hynes; Karen
Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson);



Rhonda Weaver; Steve Davis; Suzann Smith’s sister-in-law (severe vision problems); Kimberly Lewis
(Frenchie Bowen’s niece); Louise Sallstrom; Kyra Osmus; Bob Moon; Lucile Hawkins; Mike Sturick
(friend of Bernadette Preyna) — Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley (David & Liz Riley’s son);
Joshua Sulkers (Sharon Sulkers’ son); Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); James Watwood;
Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson); James Barefoot, Austin Jones, and James Hawkins
(family friends of Jennifer Whitehead)

Sanctuary Flowers

Flowers this week have been given to the glory of God by Pat McCall with blessed gratitude for her Northminster
family and friends — all who shine the light of Christ through their smiles and peace, words of encouragement and
love, and acts of faithful service to each other and the community.

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event
or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Adult & Children’s Sunday School

There will be no Sunday School December 28t. Childcare will remain available during worship. We look
forward to seeing you for a new series starting January 4. We will continue to meet in the community room
downstairs at 9aM.

Choir Rehearsals Resume in 2026

My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul. -- Psalm 108:1 (NIV)

Vocal choir is on break for the Christmas Holiday and will return to our regular rehearsals every Wednesday
from 7:00-8:15 p.m. beginning January 7. Bell Choir rehearsals will also resume January 7t and continue
every Wednesday from 6:00-7:00 p.m. All are invited to join! Music director David Kenney, Sr. will be on
vacation from December 25% through January 5.

PCUSA Special Offering — Christmas Joy

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous
gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the church with incredible leadership in every time and place,
but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support
needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color and
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time on need. We are collecting this offering, having
specific envelopes at the welcome desk, today.

Christmas Eve at Northminster

All are invited to join us Christmas Eve (Wednesday, December 24t) at 6pm for our candlelight communion
service. Rebekah Dell, harpist, will begin the prelude around 5:45PM. Come early and enjoy the beautiful
music.

Church Hours for the Holidays

As your Northminster staff allots time with family through this blessed Christmas season, hours of operation
will be minimal and much work will be performed from home. Jennifer will be in the office Monday, December
22nrd and Monday, December 29t from 9am-1pMm. If you are planning to make an end-of-year donation, please
have it to the church by December 29t at 1pm. David will be on vacation from December 25t through January
5th, Pastor Ralph will be out of the office from December 25" through January 4, but will be available via cell
phone for emergencies.
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