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...making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in Christ

January 4, 2026

2nd Sunday of Christmastide

Chimes
Welcome
Prelude

Call to Worship — based on Psalm 16

I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel.

After the night, God’s word instructs me in the morning.

I will keep the Lord always before me.
Because God is beside me, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure in God’s peace.
For you do not give me up to death, O Lord;
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy.

Hymn No. 134 (standing) Joy to the World
Scripture — Ephesians 1:3-14

Sermon — “to gather up all things in him”

Hymn No. 132 (seated) Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Call to Confession
Silent Prayers of Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness

Affirmation of Faith — Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith

10:30AM

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we

worship and serve. [over]



We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of

God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life
eternal.

Passing the Peace

Announcements and Invitations

Hymn No. 525 Let Us Break Bread Together
Remembering our Baptisms

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise...

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
All who desire the communion meal are invited to come forward to the table, receive a portion of bread from the
pastor, take a cup from one of the elders, and return to the pew. We will share in the cup together once everyone has
been served.

Music during Communion

Unison Prayer
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.
May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.

Hymn No. 726 (standing) Will You Come and Follow Me
Charge and Benediction

Response NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.
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Information & Announcements

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for
you in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Duffy; Jane Prentice; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Sarah Morrow; Larry Smallwood -
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Cody Hynes; Karen
Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson);

Rhonda Weaver; Steve Davis; Suzann Smith’s sister-in-law (severe vision problems); Kimberly Lewis
(Frenchie Bowen’s niece); Louise Sallstrom; Kyra Osmus; Bob Moon; Lucile Hawkins — Military
Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley (David & Liz Riley’s son); Joshua Sulkers (Sharon Sulkers’ son); Isaac
Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s
grandson); James Barefoot, Austin Jones, and James Hawkins (family friends of Jennifer Whitehead)

Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event
or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Adult & Children’s Sunday School

Adult Sunday School resumes with a new lesson series January 4. We look forward to seeing you in the
community room Sunday mornings at gAM. Children’s Sunday School, for all in 5t grade and under, are
invited to join us at 9:30AM in the Kidventure room upstairs near the fellowship hall. Childcare begins at gAM
for parents wanting to attend Sunday School.

2026 Session Retreat

Our session will have its annual retreat here at Northminster beginning with our elder dinner, Friday, January
oth at 6PM. Elders both new and retiring will gather again on Saturday, January 10t and our January 11t
worship service will include installation of new elders. Al members who have served as an elder in the past
should have received an invitation to the installation dinner. Please let Jennifer know if you plan to attend no
later than Monday, January 5.

Men’s Breakfast — January 14t
All men are invited to breakfast at H&H Restaurant, 807 Forsyth Street, at 7AM Wednesday, December 14,
This is a dutch treat event.

Choir Rehearsals Resume in 2026

My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul. -- Psalm 108:1 (NIV)

Vocal choir is on break for the Christmas Holiday and will return to our regular rehearsals every Wednesday
from 7:00-8:15 p.m. beginning January 7t. Bell Choir rehearsals will also resume January 7t and continue
every Wednesday from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
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