
 

 

 

 



Advent Lessons and Carols Service – CALLED AND NAMED 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 ● 10:30AM 

 

PROEM – Generation Fusion Quartet 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Dr. Ralph Hawkins 
 
PRELUDE      What Child Is This      English Melody 
  Jennifer Whitehead, flute 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 43:1)  

Thus says the Lord, 
    He who created you, O Jacob, 
    He who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name; you are Mine. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  John 1:1-4  
 
RESPONSE  God, You Are Light    

God, You are Light! In You is no darkness.   
Give us HOPE in the Christ You send. 
O HOPE of Israel, Water of Life: come, save us, O Lord.  
Our HOPE is in You. 

 
REFLECTION ON ADVENT AND OPENING PRAYER  
 

CAROL (Choir)      Unexpected and Mysterious Jeannette M. Lindholm  

  David M. Kenney, Jr., accompanist & Calvin Hampton 
   
FIRST LESSON - Psalm 107:1-3, 10-16  David Goode 
 
CAROL #88      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  stanzas 1-3 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily: 
to us the path of knowledge show; and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
SECOND LESSON - Isaiah 61:1-3, 11   Anna Barrett 
 
CAROL #106      Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 



O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, 
and tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

 
THIRD LESSON - Isaiah 42:5-9     Steve Davis 
 
CAROL #82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
FOURTH LESSON - Micah 4:1-5   Liz Riley 
 
CAROL #123  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  stanzas 1, 2, & 4       
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world: 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel sound the blessed angels sing. 
 

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O, rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing. 

 
FIFTH LESSON - Isaiah 7:14   Ralph Hawkins 
 
CAROL (Choir)     Come, Messiah      David Michael Kenney, Sr. 
 
SIXTH LESSON - Ephesians 2:12-22   Chloe Napier 
 
CAROL (Handbells)      Still, Still, Still      Austrian Carol, arr. Walter Ehret 
 
SEVENTH LESSON - Isaiah 40:9-11  Gwen Kitchens 
 
CAROL (Choir)    Love Came Down at Christmas      Christina Rossetti  
   & Allen Pote 
 

EIGHTH LESSON - Micah 5:2-5a   Ron Wolfe 
 
CAROL  #122   Silent Night stanzas 1, 2, & 3 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm,  
all is bright ‘round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy infant, so tender and mild,  



sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: Christ the Savior is born;  
Christ the Savior is born!” 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God,  
love’s pure light radiant beams thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
NINTH LESSON - Genesis 1:1-5a   Sharon Sulkers 
 
CAROL #147 The First Nowell stanzas 1 & 2     
 

The first Nowell the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

TENTH LESSON - John 1:9-14   Emily Brown 
 
CAROL #133 O Come, All Ye Faithful stanzas 1 & 2  
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

True God from true God, Light from light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
very God, begotten, not created!  
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 
ELEVENTH LESSON - Luke 2:1-7   Emily Brown 
 
CAROL (Handbells)      Away in a Manger      James R. Murray  
 
TWELFTH LESSON - Luke 2:8-12   Gail Walker 
 
CAROL (Handbells)      Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head      Appalachian Carol  
   arr. Cathy Moklebust    
 

THIRTEENTH LESSON - Luke 2:13 & 14  Gail Walker 
 
CAROL #113  Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 



What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
Organ Interlude 
 
CAROL #119 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  stanzas 1 & 2  
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
Organ Interlude 
 
CAROL #136  Go, Tell It on the Mountain  
 

[Refrain] Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
CHORAL RESPONSE      God Grant You Lightness in Your Step   
   Irish Christmas Blessing 

God grant you lightness in your step, music by David Michael Kenney, Sr.  
A smile on ev’ry face you meet, 
And loved ones gathered at your hearth, 
And, at your door, good friends to greet, 
A holy hymn upon your lips, 
A window candle burning bright, 
And may the good Lord bless your heart 
And come to dwell there Christmas night. 
Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 

 
POSTLUDE      Hallelujah! (from Messiah)  
  Generation Fusion Quartet & Organ 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Information & Announcements 

 
Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for 
you in our weekly fellowship. 
 
Sanctuary Flowers 
Flowers this week have been given to the glory of God by Rodger & Linda Andersen in celebration of their 12th 
wedding anniversary. 
 

Our sanctuary poinsettias have been given by friends and family for various blessings and memories.   
 

Alternative Christmas Fair – December 7 
Sunday, December 7, join us for our annual alternative Christmas fair immediately following the worship 
service.  This event is an opportunity to give to some of our closest mission outreaches.  With your gift, you will 
receive a Christmas card(s) to give to family or friends indicating that your gift was made in their honor or in 
celebration of a special event.  
 

Organ Concert – December 14 
All are invited! Join us Sunday, December 14th at 3PM in the sanctuary for a concert of Advent and Christmas 
organ music by David M. Kenney, Jr. 
 

Small Groups - 2026 
From meals together, bowling, games and other outings, our small groups are a wonderful opportunity to 
foster fellowship and community with each other. If you are interested in joining an existing small group, 
or would like to be part of (or lead) a new small group starting in January, you may contact Barbara Fatkin 
for more information (478-396-7100 or Barbara.fatkin@gmail.com) or indicate on your response sheet. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
There will be no Sunday School November 30th (the Sunday after Thanksgiving) or December 21st and 
28th (the two Sundays around Christmas).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Mark Brown; Barbara Fatkin; Amy Maley; Nita McCord; Michael Napier; 
Renea Preyna; Gregg Reed; Jeanne Roddenberry; Amanda Smith; Gail Walker 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder  DAVID KENNEY, SR., Music Director PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate  
SAM ALDERMAN, III, Clerk of Session JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant 

 
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-1:00; Jennifer Cell: 478-318-7911  
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