
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 16, 2025 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 10:30AM 

 
Chimes 
 

Welcome  
 

Choral Prelude Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled Oley Speaks 

  Soloist Rosie Miles, soprano 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship – based on John 14 
As our worship begins, we remember the teaching of Jesus: 
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  
will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to you. 
Peace I leave with you;  
my peace I give to you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled,  
and do not let them be afraid. 

 

Hymn No. 661 (standing) Why Should I Feel Discouraged?   
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayers of Confession 
Advocate, 
Holy Spirit, 
Peace-provider, 
 

How often our hearts are troubled. 
How after we are, in fact, afraid. 
Not only these truths, 
but also we often cling to  
“saviors” who do not save,  
“promises” that do not last, 
“freedom” that is not your liberation. 
 

Forgive our shortsightedness. 
Free us form our old pasts. 
[over] 



Teach us again and remind us  
of all that Jesus has said to us. 
 

Hear our prayers … 
 

[silent prayer] 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

 
Response No. 661 (seated) Why Should I Feel Discouraged? verse 3  
 
Remembering Our Baptisms 

 
Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
Resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace 

 
Announcements and Invitations 

 
Invitation to Stewardship 2026 

 
Gathering of our Offerings 
 
Offertory Music Shalom Dan Forrest 

  Pat McCall, violin 
 
Response No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Scripture – John 14, selections 
 
Hymn (seated) Thou Art the Way, the Truth, the Life George Washington Doane, 1824 
   Sung to the tune NEW BRITAIN (Amazing Grace)  
 

Thou art the Way:  by Thee alone from sin and death we flee; 
And they who could the Father seek must seek Him, Lord, by Thee. 
 

Thou art the Truth:  Thy Word alone true wisdom can impart; 
Thou only canst inform the mind and purify the heart.   
 

Thou art the Life:  the rending tomb proclaims Thy conquering arm; 
And those who put their trust in Thee nor death nor hell shall harm. 
 

Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: grant us that Way to know,  
That Truth to Keep, that Life to win, Whose joys eternal flow. 



 
Sermon – There’s no place like home 

 
Hymn No. 724 (standing) O Jesus, I Have Promised  

 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Sung Response  NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 

 
Postlude Happy the Home When God is There     ST. AGNES, arr. David M. Kenney, Sr.

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information & Announcements 
Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for 
you in our weekly fellowship. 
 

Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns: 
Shelby Duffy; Jane Prentice; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Sarah Morrow; Larry Smallwood - 
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Cody Hynes; Karen 
Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson); Rhonda 
Weaver; Steve Davis; Suzann Smith’s sister-in-law (severe vision problems); Kimberly Lewis (Frenchie 
Bowen’s niece); Louise Sallstrom; Kyra Osmus; Bob Moon; Lucile Hawkins –  
Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s 
grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson); James Barefoot, Austin 
Jones, and James Hawkins (family friends of Jennifer Whitehead) 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
Flowers this week have been given to the glory of God by Buz and Ann Hall in loving memory of their parents, Mr. 
& Mrs. Ellsworth Hall, Jr. and Judge & Mrs. W. A. Bootle. 
 

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event 
or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to 
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members. 
 
The Outreach Committee Needs YOU! 
The outreach committee needs YOU to help plan our outreach and mission activities for the coming year!  Join 
us in the library for a brief organizational meeting today after worship.  
 

 
Annual Chili Cookoff & Dessert Auction – November 23 
All are invited to join us for our youth-sponsored annual chili cookoff and dessert auction after worship in the 
fellowship hall on November 23rd. This is a favorite of our annual events and all money raised from the dessert 
auction will go to help our youth attend Montreat.  If you would like to bring a chili (entering you for a chance 
to be this year’s winner!) and/or bring a dessert for the auction, please let Rosie Miles (478-919-6415 or 
rosiem10198@gmail.com) or Jennifer (478-318-7911 or admin@northminstermacon.org) know. 



 

Alternative Christmas Fair – December 7 
Sunday, December 7, join us for our annual alternative Christmas fair immediately following the worship 
service.  This event is an opportunity to give to some of our closest mission outreaches.  With your gift, you will 
receive a Christmas card(s) to give to family or friends indicating that your gift was made in their honor or in 
celebration of a special event.  
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Every Advent season, our sanctuary is filled with beautiful decorations, including potted poinsettias, 
donated by members in celebration of special occasions, friends & family and the lives of those who have 
died.  If you would like to donate one, or several, poinsettia(s), please indicate on your blue response sheet 
to whom or for what your flower is dedicated.  Cost is $12 each. 
 

Small Groups - 2026 
From meals together, bowling, games and other outings, our small groups are a wonderful opportunity to 
foster fellowship and community with each other. If you are interested in joining an existing small group, 
or would like to be part of (or lead) a new small group starting in January, you may contact Barbara Fatkin 
for more information (478-396-7100 or Barbara.fatkin@gmail.com) or indicate on your response sheet. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
All children, 5th grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30AM every Sunday. Our class is collecting warm 
winter clothes, from hats and socks to jackets and gloves, for all in need, children, youth, and adults.  You 
can help us collect items every Sunday through November. We can’t wait to see you and your friends there. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
We are finishing out our calendar year of Sunday School with a 6-week study by Janell Johnson on “When 
Biblical texts do not agree, what do we do?” There will be no Sunday School November 30th (the Sunday 

after Thanksgiving) or December 21st and 28th (the two Sundays around Christmas). All youth and adults 

are invited to meet at 9AM in the community room downstairs. Childcare is provided for parents wanting to 
attend Sunday School beginning at 9AM in the kidventure room upstairs. 
 

Choir Rehearsals Every Wednesday 
My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul. -- Psalm 108:1 (NIV) 
Attention Ringers and Singers: Handbell choir rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. Vocal 
choir rehearses every Wednesday from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. Comments? Questions? Contact David Kenney, 
our music director, at: peechdoctor@comcast.net OR 603-793-7796 (text or call) 
 

Metal for Meds 
Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our 
clinic in the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated 
bins. When dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Mark Brown; Barbara Fatkin; Amy Maley; Nita McCord;  
Michael Napier; Renea Preyna; Gregg Reed; Jeanne Roddenberry; Amanda Smith; Gail Walker 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder  DAVID KENNEY, SR., Music Director PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate  
SAM ALDERMAN, III, Clerk of Session JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant 

 
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-1:00; Jennifer Cell: 478-318-7911  
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