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...making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in Christ

September 21, 2025 15t Sunday after Pentecost
Chimes

Welcome

Prelude Morning Bells
Opening Prayer

Call to Worship — based on Psalm 104

Praise the Lord, my soul!
O Lord, my God, how great you are!
You are clothed with majesty and glory;
you cover yourself with light.
You have spread out the heavens like a tent
and built your home in the galaxies above.
You make springs flow in the valleys,
and rivers run between the hills.
You have set the earth firmly on its foundations,
and it will never be moved.
Praise the Lord, my soul!
O Lord, my God, how great you are!

Hymn No. 41, verses 1-4 (standing) O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!

O worship the King, all glorious above!

O gratefully sing God's power and God’s love:

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,

pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of God's might; O sing of God's grace,

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,

whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,;
and bright is God's path on the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, your power has founded of old;
established it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.
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Your bountiful care what tongue can recite?

It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills; it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Call to Confession

Prayers of Confession

Faithful God —

Yes, it is true:

We are “frail children of dust,
and as feeble as frail.”

But in you do we trust,

and we have never found you to fail.
Forgive us our foolish ways

and lead us again along the path of love,
following behind Jesus,

our Savior and Friend.

Hear our prayers of confession ...

[silent prayer]
Assurance of Forgiveness
Scripture — Psalm 103, selections

Hymn No. 41, verse 5 (standing) O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,

in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;

your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

Remembering Our Baptisms

Affirmation of Faith — The Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and
binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the
Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and
culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice,
freedom, and peace.

Passing the Peace

Announcements and Invitations



Gathering of our Offerings

Offertory Music I Will Always Bless the Lord TALLA CROISDH (Scots Gaelic Trad.)
Pat McCall, Gregg Reed & Sharon Sulkers John L. Bell & Graham Maule
handbells
Response No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn No. 469 (seated) Lord, Listen to You Children Praying

Lord, listen to your children praying.

Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.

Send us love; send us power; send us grace.

Scripture Reading

Sermon — “Imitators of their faith and virtues” — Remembering John Calvin

Hymn No. 708 (standing) We Give Thee but Thine Own

We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give.

The captive to release, to God the lost to bring,
to teach the way of life and peace: it is a Christ-like thing.

And we believe thy word, though dim our faith may be;
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it unto thee.

Charge and Benediction

Sung Response NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.

Postlude My Heart is Resting Swiss Melody
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Information & Announcements

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for you
in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Dufty; Jane Prentice; Ann Hall and family; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh
and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan
Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis); Cody Hynes; Karen Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium
deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson, in Critical condition in ICU, Atlanta with
Pancreatitis) - Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s
grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson)

Sanctuary Flowers
Flowers today have been given to the glory of God by Amy Maley in celebration of Ministry Assistant, Jennifer
Whitehead’s birthday.

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event or
in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Women’s Fall Bible Study
Ladies, mark your calendars for Wednesdays, October 15t through November 19t at 10AM or 6PM for women’s
Bible Study of Reading John for Dear Life by Jaime Clark-Soles, led by Pastor Ralph.

Choir Rehearsals have resumed Wednesdays at 7PM

ALL are welcome! (No age limits). Never sung with the choir before? Come to the choir room downstairs to
check us out, and see how much fun singing can be! Can't read music? Not to worry--we'll help you sing the
correct pitches. The choir leads the congregational hymns and responses. If you have any questions, contact
our music director, David Kenney, by phone, text, or e-mail. 603-793-7796 OR peechdoctor@comcast.net

Rise Against Hunger

This year’s food packing event is scheduled for 2pm, Sunday October 5, 2025 at Forsyth Presbyterian Church.
63 North Jackson Street in Forsyth. This is a great opportunity for fellowship and service. All ages are
welcome! Flint River Presbytery has partnered with Rise Against Hunger to create global impact since 2014.
Together we have served thousands of lives by sending meals to countries facing the most extreme food
insecurity challenges. Your contributions are supporting the educational, economic, and food security needs of
communities by providing essential nourishment. In 2024 nearly 45,000 meals were packed across our
presbytery. Join us this year to be a part of this great event.

Following this service event, the Flint River Presbytery will treat the youth participants to a pizza picnic party
in the sanctuary, with a devotional and announcements about upcoming presbytery youth events. All middle
and high schoolers are invited!

Children’s Sunday School

All children, 5t grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30am every Sunday. Although Ms. Virginia is out for
a few weeks of recovery, our wonderful nursery workers, Karrington Williams and Elizabeth Goode, are
stepping up to lead Sunday School time with lessons, crafts and snacks until Virginia gets back. We can’t wait
to see you and your friends there.

Metal for Meds

Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our clinic in
the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated bins. When
dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags.



Adult Sunday School

We are currently enjoying a series about science and religion, led by member, Dr. David Goode. All youth and
adults are invited to meet at 9am in the community room downstairs. Next month, we will learn from Mercer
Faculty, Andrew Gardner and converse over his lessons on “Social Gospel.” Childcare is provided for parents
wanting to attend Sunday School beginning at 9am in the kidventure room upstairs.

Small Groups

Our small groups are gearing up to meet again this fall through December. From meals together, bowling,
games and other outings, these groups are a wonderful opportunity to foster fellowship and community with
each other. If you are interested in joining an existing small group, or would like to be part of (or lead) a new
small group starting in January, please let us know on your response sheet or you may contact Barbara Fatkin
for more information. (478-396-7100 or Barbara.fatkin@gmail.com)

Summer Reading Group — Day Trip

Our summer reading group has had wonderful meetings and conversations over The Short Stories of Flannery
Q’Connor. A day trip has been planned for the 100t birthday celebration of this legendary Catholic novelist at
her historic home in Milledgeville.
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