
  

September 7, 2025 13th Sunday after Pentecost 10:30am 
 
Chimes 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude You Are My All in All Dennis Jernigan 

 
Call to Worship — based on Psalm 96 

O sing to the Lord a new song. 
    Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord; bless God’s name; 
    tell of God’s salvation from day to day. 
Declare God’s glory among the nations, 
    God’s marvelous works among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
    God is to be revered above everyone else. 
Honor and majesty are before the Lord; 
    strength and beauty are in God’s sanctuary. 

 
Hymn No. 634 (standing) To God Be the Glory 
 

To God be the glory; great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory: great things he has done! 
 

Great things he has taught us; great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory: great things he has done! 



 
Scripture — Luke 15:11-32 
 
Sermon — The Parable of the Loving Father  Rev. Dr. Michael Parker 

 
Interlude I Am the Bread Of Life Suzanne Toolan 

 
Call to Confession 

 
Silent Prayers of Confession  

 
Assurance of Forgiveness  

 
Passing the Peace 
 
Hymn No. 521 (seated) In Remembrance of Me 
 

In remembrance of me, eat this bread.  
In remembrance of me, drink this wine. 
In remembrance of me, pray for the time  
when God’s own will is done. 
 

In remembrance of me, heal the sick.  
In remembrance of me, feed the poor. 
In remembrance of me, open the door  
and let your neighbors in, let them in. 
 

Take, eat, and be comforted;  
drink and remember too, 
that this is my body and precious blood  
shed for you, shed for you. 
 

In remembrance of me, search for truth.  
In remembrance of me, always love. 
In remembrance of me, don’t look above,  
but in your heart, look for God. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering Our Baptisms 

 
Invitation to the Table  

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right for us to give thanks and praise…  



Communion Music   David M. Kenney, Sr. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup  

All who desire the communion meal are invited to come forward to the table, receive a portion of bread 
from the pastor, take a cup from one of the elders, and return to the pew. We will share in the cup together 
once everyone has been served.  

 
Unison Prayer  

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  
May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymn No. 649 (standing) Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound stanzas 1-4  
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 
Charge and Benediction  
 



Sung Response  NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY  
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 
 

Postlude     To God Be the Glory Garrett Parker 
  (based on the tune by Wm. H. Doane) 
 
 
 
 
 
 Information & Announcements 
 

Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a  place for you 
in our weekly fellowship. 
 
Welcome Guest Preacher, Rev. Dr. Michael Parker 
Rev. Dr. Michael Parker served as a Presbyterian missionary and professor of church history in Sudan and 
Rwanda, 1995-2006. Most recently, he was a professor of history and the director of graduate studies at the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt, 2012-2020. During the interim in his years as a missionary, 
he served as the pastor of a congregation and as an administer of mission for his denomination. His biography 
of Dr. Kenneth Bailey, New Testament scholar, was published in 2024.  He is also the author of numerous 
articles and five previous books, including John Winthrop: Founding the City upon the Hill (2008) and The 
Kingdom of Character: The Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, 1886–1926 (2014).   While 
working in Sudan he published a series of short stories in the genre of creative non-fiction: The Children of the 
Sun (2000).  And while working in Egypt, he published two books in Arabic: A History of Christianity (2020) 
and A History of Christianity in Egypt (2022). Dr. Parker is a graduate of UCLA, Fuller Theological Seminary, 
and the University of Maryland. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns: 
Shelby Duffy; Jane Prentice; Ann Hall and family; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh 
and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan 
Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis); Cody Hynes; Karen Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium 
deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson, in Critical condition in ICU, Atlanta) - Military 
Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); James 
Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson) 
 
Sanctuary Flowers 
Flowers today have been given to the glory of God by Sam & Jinny McDuffie. 
 

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event or 
in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer.  Arrangements are $65 (payable to 
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members. 
 

Men’s Breakfast – Wednesday, Sept. 10 
All men are invited to breakfast at H&H Restaurant, 807 Forsyth Street, at 7AM Wednesday, September 10th.  
This is a dutch treat event.  We will fellowship and discuss The Life of David: “Friendship” - 1 Samuel 18-20. 
  
Women’s Fall Bible Study 
Ladies, mark your calendars for Wednesdays, October 1st through November 19th at 10AM or 6PM for women’s 
Bible Study of Reading John for Dear Life by Jaime Clark-Soles, led by Pastor Ralph.   
 



Choir Rehearsals - Wednesdays at 7PM 
ALL are welcome!  (No age limits).  Never sung with the choir before?  Come to the choir room downstairs to 
check us out, and see how much fun singing can be!  Can't read music?  Not to worry--we'll help you sing the 
correct pitches.  The choir leads the congregational hymns and responses.  If you have any questions, contact 
our music director, David Kenney, by phone, text, or e-mail.  603-793-7796 OR peechdoctor@comcast.net    
 
Children’s Sunday School  
All children, 5th grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30AM every Sunday.  Mrs. Virginia is leading 
children through Bible stories that correspond with our weekly worship scriptures, enjoying crafts and snacks 
too!  We can’t wait to see you and your friends there. 
 
Adult Sunday School 
We are currently enjoying a series about science and religion, led by member, Dr. David Goode. All youth and 
adults are invited to meet at 9AM in the community room downstairs. Next month, we will learn from Mercer 
Faculty, Andrew Gardner and converse over his lessons on “Social Gospel.”  Childcare is provided for parents 
wanting to attend Sunday School beginning at 9AM in the kidventure room upstairs. 
 
Metal for Meds 
Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our clinic in 
the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated bins. When 
dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags. 
 
Small Groups 
Our small groups are gearing up to meet again this fall through December.  From meals together, bowling, 
games and other outings, these groups are a wonderful opportunity to foster fellowship and community with 
each other.  If you are interested in joining an existing small group, or would like to be part of (or lead) a new 
small group starting in January, please let us know on your response sheet or you may contact Barbara Fatkin 
for more information. (478-396-7100 or Barbara.fatkin@gmail.com) 
 
Summer Reading Group – Day Trip 
Our summer reading group has had wonderful meetings and conversations over The Short Stories of Flannery 
O’Connor.  A day trip has been planned for the 100th birthday celebration of this legendary Catholic novelist at 
her historic home in Milledgeville.  If you would like to join this trip, Saturday, October 11th, please let Jennifer 
know via phone, email, or on your blue response sheet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Mark Brown; Barbara Fatkin; Amy Maley; 
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