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...making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in Christ

August 31, 2025 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Chimes

Welcome

Prelude O God in a Mysterious Way
Opening Prayer

Call to Worship — based on Psalm 46

God is our shelter and strength,

always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken

and mountains fall into the ocean depths;
even if the seas roar and rage,

and the lands are shaken by violence.

There is a river that brings joy to the city of God,
to the sacred house of the Most High.

God is in that city, and it will never be destroyed;
at early dawn the Lord will come to its aid.

God is our shelter and strength,
always ready to help in times of trouble.

Hymn No. 275 (standing) A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe.

His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he.

Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,

and he must win the battle.
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And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him.

His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure.
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also.

The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still.

His kingdom is forever.

Call to Confession

Prayers of Confession — based on the teaching of Jesus

Awesome God —

our shelter and our strength

a mighty fortress of protection
always ready to help in trouble.

Forgive us
for fleeing to other “sanctuaries”
for wanting from mere mortals, divine protection
for fearing your wrath
when instead you offer amazing grace.

Forgive us for our past wrongs.
Free us for faith, hope, and love today.
Forge for us a fresh path forward

in the way of Jesus our Lord.

Hear our prayers of confession ...
[silent prayer]

Assurance of Forgiveness
Scripture — Romans 8:15-17
Remembering our Baptisms

Affirmation of Faith — The Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve.

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world
good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring
God's commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as
truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God's condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In
everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families
of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of
bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who

will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God
is faithful still.



Hymn No. 658 (standing) God Is So Good

God is so good; God is so good; God is so good; God’s so good to me.

God cares for me; God cares for me; God cares for me; God’s so good to me.
God loves me so; God loves me so; God loves me so; God’s so good to me.
God is so good; God is so good; God is so good; God’s so good to me.

Passing the Peace
Announcements and Invitations

Gathering of our Offerings

Offertory Music It Is Well with My Soul Horatio Spafford & Philip Bliss
Pat McCall, violin arr. Bob Waters
Response No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture — Romans 8:18-30
Sermon — “Imitators of their faith and virtues” — remembering Heinrich Bullinger

Hymn No. 326 (standing) For All the Saints

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,

and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

Alleluia! Alleluia!



Charge and Benediction

Sung Response NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.

Postlude A Mighty Fortress is Our God David M. Kenney, Sr.
quoting EIN’ FESTE BURG by Martin Luther

s

Information & Announcements

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for you
in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Dufty; Jane Prentice; Ann Hall and family; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh
and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan
Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis); Cody Hynes; Karen Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium
deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson, in Critical condition in ICU, Atlanta with
Pancreatitis) - Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s
grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson)

Sanctuary Flowers
Flowers today have been given to the glory of God by Pat McCall in loving memory of her good friend, Roxanne.
May God continue to watch over her husband and son during this recovery from a devastating loss.

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event or
in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Switzerland Church History Tour

Beginning tomorrow, Ralph and Deb will be traveling to Switzerland with 20 other Presbyterians from Flint
River Presbytery on a church history tour, exploring the rich history of Protestant and Reformed churches in
that beautiful country. The trip will culminate in Geneva, with a visit to the Reformed Church History Museum
and a tour of John Calvin’s notable ministry in that city. As such, they will be out of the country from
September 1-18. During this time, our friend Rev. Dr. Bryan Whitfield will be on call for our congregation for
any critical pastoral needs. Please contact Jennifer in the office (478) 318-7911 or elder Gail Walker
(Congregational Care) (478) 361-5324 with any concerns or prayer requests.

5t Sunday Lunch — Today after worship

Everyone is invited to this month’s 5% Sunday lunch in the fellowship hall following today’s worship service.

Men’s Breakfast — Wednesday, Sept. 10
All men are invited to breakfast at H&H Restaurant, 807 Forsyth Street, at 7AM Wednesday, September 10th.
This is a dutch treat event. We will fellowship and discuss The Life of David: “Friendship” - 1 Samuel 18-20.



Women’s Fall Bible Study
Ladies, mark your calendars for Wednesdays, October 15t through November 19t at 10AM or 6PM for women’s
Bible Study of Reading John for Dear Life by Jaime Clark-Soles, led by Pastor Ralph.

Choir Rehearsals have resumed Wednesdays at 7PM

ALL are welcome! (No age limits). Never sung with the choir before? Come to the choir room downstairs to
check us out, and see how much fun singing can be! Can't read music? Not to worry--we'll help you sing the
correct pitches. The choir leads the congregational hymns and responses. It will resume singing anthems
soon. If you have any questions, contact our music director, David Kenney, by phone, text, or e-mail.
603-793-7796 OR peechdoctor@comcast.net

Children’s Sunday School

All children, 5t grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30am every Sunday. Mrs. Virginia is leading
children through Bible stories that correspond with our weekly worship scriptures, enjoying crafts and snacks
too! We can’t wait to see you and your friends there.

Adult Sunday School

Next Sunday, we will kick off a new series about science and religion, led by member, Dr. David Goode. All
youth and adults are invited to meet at 9av in the community room downstairs. Childcare is provided for
parents wanting to attend Sunday School beginning at 9am in the kidventure room upstairs.

Metal for Meds

Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our clinic in
the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated bins. When
dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags.

Small Groups

Our small groups are gearing up to meet again this fall through December. From meals together, bowling,
games and other outings, these groups are a wonderful opportunity to foster fellowship and community with
each other. If you are interested in joining an existing small group, or would like to be part of (or lead) a new
small group starting in January, please let us know on your response sheet or you may contact Barbara Fatkin
for more information. (478-396-7100 or Barbara.fatkin@gmail.com)

Summer Reading Group — Day Trip

Our summer reading group has had wonderful meetings and conversations over The Short Stories of Flannery
O’Connor. A day trip has been planned for the 100 birthday celebration of this legendary Catholic novelist at
her historic home in Milledgeville. If you would like to join this trip, Saturday, October 11, please let Jennifer
know via phone, email, or on your blue response sheet.
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