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...making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in Christ

August 17, 2025 10t Sunday after Pentecost 10:30am
Chimes

Welcome

Prelude Breathe on Me, Breath of God TRENTHAM, arr. David Lasky
Opening Prayer

Call to Worship — based on Ephesians 5:15-20

Let us be careful how we live.

Let us be mindful of our steps.

Let us walk as wise ones!

We will make the most of every living and breathing moment!

Let us understand and be confident in God’s will, and not live thoughtlessly.

We will not fill our souls with meaningless distractions.

Instead, we ask God to fill us with the Holy Spirit.

When we are filled with the Spirit, we are empowered to speak to each other in the soulful words
of songs, hymns, and spiritual songs.

We will sing and make music with our hearts attuned to God!

Let us give thanks to God the Father every day through the name of our Lord Jesus, the Anointed, for all He
has done.

Hymn No. 260 (standing) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone!

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood."

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;

Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"?

Alleluia! Bread of angels, here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.



Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own,;

Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne.
As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest;
here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast.

Call to Confession

Prayers of Confession — based on the teaching of Jesus
Lord, you said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
Forgive us for our lukewarm love
and our distracted disobedience.
Lord, you said, “You may ask for anything in my name.”
Forgive us when we think we need
to solve all the world’s problems.
Lord, you said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
We confess that our lives are often consumed
by worry and anxiety.
Lord, you said, “If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit.”
Forgive us our sometimes barren lives, Lord.
Lord, you said, “You must testify, for you have been with me.”
We confess, Lord, that we have too often
been silent or without action.
Lord, you said, “Love each other as I have loved you.”
In this and in so many other ways,
we confess our failures and shortcomings,
and rely wholly on your mercy.
Hear our prayers of confession ...

[silent prayer]
Assurance of Forgiveness
Scripture — Romans 8:31-37
Remembering our Baptisms

Hymn No. 418 (standing) Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me.

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching,

watching for you and for me.

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.”
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!”

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,

mercies for you and for me?

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!”

O for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,

pardon for you and for me.

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!”

Passing the Peace



Announcements and Invitations
Gathering of our Offerings
Offertory Music To Seek Within Gerald Peterson

Response No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession, Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture — James 4:1-10

Hymn No. 458 (seated) Thy Word Is a Lamp Unto My Feet

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
When I feel afraid, and I think I've lost my way,

still you’re there right beside me.

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.

Please be near me to the end.

Sermon — JUNE, JULY, JAMES! Friendship with the “world”

Hymn No. 741, verses 1-3 (standing) Guide My Feet

Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
guide my feet while I run this race,

for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!)

Hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
hold my hand while I run this race,

for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!)

Stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
Stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!)
Stand by me while I run this race,

for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!)

Charge and Benediction

Sung Response NORTHUMBRIA COMMUNITY
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.

Postlude There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy WELLESLEY

arr. Ovid Young
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Information & Announcements

Welcome Friends and Guests!

Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a place for you
in our weekly fellowship.

Prayer Concerns

If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office.

Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns:
Shelby Dufty; Jane Prentice; Ann Hall and family; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh
and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan
Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis); Cody Hynes; Karen Kuebel (Betty Lamb’s niece, sodium
deficiency); Christopher Oxford (Isabel Davis’s grandson, in Critical condition in ICU, Atlanta with
Pancreatitis) - Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s
grandson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson)

Sanctuary Flowers
Flowers today have been given to the glory of God by Gregg and Julie Reed in celebration of their 46 wedding
anniversary.

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event or
in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer. Arrangements are $65 (payable to
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members.

Choir Rehearsals will resume THIS Wednesday, Aug. 20t at 7PM

ALL are welcome! (No age limits). Never sung with the choir before? Come to the choir room downstairs to
check us out, and see how much fun singing can be! Can't read music? Not to worry--we'll help you sing the
correct pitches. The choir leads the congregational hymns and responses. It will resume singing anthems
soon. If you have any questions, contact our music director, David Kenney, by phone, text, or e-mail. 603-793-
7796 OR peechdoctor@comcast.net

Children’s Sunday School

All children, 5t grade and under, are invited to join us at 9:30am every Sunday. Mrs. Virginia is leading
children through Bible stories that correspond with our weekly worship scriptures, enjoying crafts and snacks
too!

Adult Sunday School

Adult Sunday School is currently a 5-week study led by our own Ralph Hawkins, all about relationships. All
youth and adults are invited to meet at 9am in the community room downstairs. Childcare is provided for all
parents wanting to attend Sunday School beginning at 9am in the kidventure room upstairs. September’s
lessons will be led by member, Dr. David Goode, about science and religion.

5t Sunday Lunch — Sunday, August 31st
Everyone is invited to this month’s 5t Sunday lunch in the fellowship hall following worship. Stay tuned for
details and let us know if you plan to attend by indicating so on your blue response sheet.

Women’s Fall Events

Ladies, mark your calendars for Wednesdays, October 15t through November 19t at 10AM or 6PM for women’s
Bible Study of Reading John for Dear Life by Jaime Clark-Soles, led by Pastor Ralph. Be sure to add October
24-25 for our annual women’s retreat. This year’s theme is “The Tree of Life: Israel’s Sages on the Search for
Wisdom” featuring Dr. Christine Roy Yoder, the Richards Professor of Biblical Interpretation at Columbia
Theological Seminary in Decatur.

Metal for Meds

Keep your donations of cans coming! Every pound of aluminum cans equals $1.00 of medicine for our clinic in
the Dominican Republic. Simply bring in your aluminum cans and put them into the designated bins. When
dropping off, please do not leave them in plastic bags.
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Welcome Back, Veritas Classical Schools

Veritas Classical School is an accredited program for homeschool students in grades K through 12 whose
Macon campus meets right here at Northminster. They begin their school year this week, August 19t and meet
downstairs every Tuesday and Thursday. High school math also meets for a half-day every Friday. We are
excited to welcome the teachers and students back to our church for what we pray will be a blessed school year.
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