
 
 
May 4, 2025 3rd Sunday of Easter 10:30am 

 
Chimes 
 
Welcome 
 
Announcements and Invitations 
 
Prelude 

 
Opening Prayer 

 

*Hymn #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Scripture – Luke 24:1-12 

 

Sermon – Carolyn, Elizabeth and Rebecca: Sisters of a Shelled Sepulcher 

 
 



*Hymn #741, verses 1-3 Guide My Feet 
 

Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
 

Hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
hold my hand while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
hold my hand while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
 

Stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
stand by me while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
stand by me while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 

 
Call to Confession 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness  
 
Hymn #735 (remain seated) I Need Thee Every Hour 
 

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; 
no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 
I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior— I come to thee! 
 

I need thee every hour; stay thou near by; 
temptations lose their power when thou art nigh.  
I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior— I come to thee! 
 

I need thee every hour; teach me thy will, 
and thy rich promises in me fulfill.  
I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior— I come to thee! 
 

I need thee every hour, Most Holy One; 
O make me thine indeed, thou blessed Son.  
I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior— I come to thee! 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 
Gathering of our Offerings 

 
Offertory Music 
  Sacrament of Baptism 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right for us to give thanks and praise… 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Baptisms of Carolyn Pearl, Elizabeth Avaree, and Rebecca Claire 
 
Hymn #482 (remain seated) Baptized in Water 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 
faithfully now God's praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God's praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 
joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

 
  Sacrament of Communion 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

All who desire the communion meal are invited to come forward to the table, receive a portion of bread from the 
pastor, take a cup from one of the elders, and return to the pew. We will share in the cup together once everyone has 
been served. 

 
Music during communion 
 
Unison Prayer  
 God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. 
 May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen. 

 
*Hymn #741, verses 4-6 Guide My Feet 
 

I’m your child while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
I’m your child while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
I’m your child while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
 

Search my heart while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
search my heart while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
search my heart while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
 

Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 



*Charge and Benediction  
 
*Sung Response  Northumbria Community  

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Information & Announcements 
 

Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a  place for you 
in our weekly fellowship. 
 

Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries; Current Member Concerns: 
Jane Prentice; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh and Hannah Denny - 
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan Garrett (colleague of 
Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis); Cody Hynes; Tom Parsons (stomach cancer – friend of Jan Stocks) - Military 
Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); Nicholas 
Sanchez (Kathy McCord’s godson); James Watwood; Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson) 
 

Sanctuary Flowers 
Flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Pat McCall in gratitude for the members and friends of 
Northminster, whose kindness and undeniable light of Christ illuminates our church and community, sharing 
the hope and blessings of Jesus Christ. 
 

If you would like to contribute to the weekly flower arrangements, whether in celebration of a special event or 
in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the board in the foyer.  Arrangements are $65 (payable to 
Northminster) and can be taken home with you or gifted to one of our homebound or sick members. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
April 27-May 18, Andrew Gardner from Mercer University, will lead “Confronting Christian Nationalism.”  We 
will then break for the summer. 
 

Congratulations, 2025 Graduates! 
We will be celebrating our high school graduates, Sam Alderman, IV and Hannah Denny, during worship 
Sunday, May 11th. 
 

Children’s Sunday School – Summer Schedule 
Although the school year is winding down, we are excited to continue children’s Sunday school June 29th!  We 
continue to meet downstairs in room 123 starting at 9:30AM for lessons, crafts, and snacks.  We will break for 
the month of July and return August 3rd.  
 

Men’s Breakfast 
Wednesday, May 14th at 7AM.  Join us at H&H Soul Food Restaurant in downtown Macon for breakfast together 
and discussion of the life of Davis, beginning with, “Stories” – 1 Samuel 16-31.  This is a dutch treat activity. 
 

 



 
Summer Reading Group 
All are invited to celebrate with us, the 100th birthday of Georgia’s own legendary Catholic novelist, Flannery 
O’Conner.  We’ll read a half dozen of her wild and wonderful stories from The Short Stories of Flannery 
O’Conner, then take a field trip to explore her home in Milledgeville.  Our reading group will meet every two 
weeks in the evening via ZOOM.  Stay tuned for dates, times, and short story selections!  Led by Pastor Ralph 
and Betty Lamb. 
 

Fall Women’s Retreat 
Ladies, mark your calendars for October 24-25 for our annual women’s retreat and start thinking about who 
you can invite to participate.  This year’s theme is “The Tree of Life: Israel’s Sages on the Search for Wisdom” 
featuring Dr. Christine Roy Yoder, the Richards Professor of Biblical Interpretation at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Mark Brown; Barbara Fatkin; Amy Maley; 
 Nita McCord; Michael Napier; Renea Preyna; Gregg Reed; Jeanne Roddenberry; Amanda Smith; Gail Walker 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder     PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate    
SAM ALDERMAN, III, Interim Clerk of Session     JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant 

 

Office hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-1:00; Jennifer Cell: 478-318-7911 
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