
 
 

December 1, 2024 First Sunday of Advent 10:30am 
 

Chimes 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Call to Worship — based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Look! The days are coming when I will fulfill the promise  

I made to the people of Israel and Judah.  

In those days, when the time is right,  

I will cause a righteous Branch to sprout from the old stump of David’s lineage. 

This one will do what is right and just in the land, among my people.  

In those days, Judah will be liberated, and Jerusalem will live in safety.  

And the city will be called by His name: 

"The Eternal Is Our Righteousness." 
 

*Hymn #82 Come Now, Long Expected Jesus 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 



Scripture – Luke 21:25-36 
 

Sermon – Jesus: “Be on guard so that you are not weighted down” 
 

Hymn #90 and Psalm 27 Wait for the Lord 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession  
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  
 

Response to Forgiveness #88       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 1-3 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily: 

to us the path of knowledge show; and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and 
deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus 
from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering 
us from death to life eternal. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Gathering of our Offerings 
 

Offertory Music 
 

Response #654 In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful; in the Lord I will rejoice! Look to God; do not be afraid.  

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. Lift up your voices; the Lord is near. 
 

Remembering our Baptisms 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right for us to give thanks and praise… 



Hymn #88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel verses 4-5 
O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by Thy name, Thy Kingdome Come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
All who desire the communion meal are invited to come forward to the table, receive a portion of bread from the 
pastor, take a cup from one of the elders, and return to the pew. We will share in the cup together once everyone has 
been served. 

 

Music during communion 
 

Unison Prayer  
 God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. 
 May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel verses 6-7 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

*Sung Response  Northumbria Community  

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Information & Announcements 
 
Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a  place for you 
in our weekly fellowship. 
 



Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries 
Current Member Concerns: Jane Prentice; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; Jeff, Lynn, Josh 
and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Susan 
Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis) - Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua 
Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); Nicholas Sanchez (Kathy McCord’s godson); James 
Watwood; Dawson Everett (Gwen Kitchens’ great-nephew); Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol Holt’s grandson) 
 

Sunday School – Every Sunday morning  
Adult/Youth Sunday school will continue through December 15th in the fellowship hall at 9AM. Children’s 
Sunday school continues through December 22nd, taking a one-week break December 29th, then picking back 
up January 5th at 9:30AM.  All children, grades 5 and under, are welcome to arrive at 9AM so parents may 
participate in Sunday School.  Childcare remains available through the end of worship. 
 

Children’s Sunday School – Month of Thanks 
Our children’s Sunday school class is practicing gratitude all month.  As they reflected on being thankful that 
they have warm clothes and homes, they decided they’d like to share that warmth with other children by 
collecting kids’ winter coats, jackets and sweaters to donate to the Rosa Taylor clothing closet.  They will have a 
box set up this Sunday for donations that can be brought in from now through Christmas. 
 

Men’s Coat Drive 
Men (and women who would like to participate) are invited to bring gently used winter coats and jackets to 
church any Sunday morning. These donations will be taken to the Loaves and Fishes Ministry to be distributed 
to those in need throughout the winter months. 
 

2025 Directory 
Since the time of our last pictorial directory, we have welcomed new faces and said goodbye to members who 
have passed.  It is time for an update! Throughout the month of December, please stop by the Library any 
Sunday before or after worship to have your photo taken and make sure your contact information is correct. All 
who wish to be included in the directory, whether member or friend, are encouraged to participate. 
 
Christmas Joy Special Offering 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous 
gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the church with incredible leadership in every time and place, 
but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support 
needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color and 
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time on need.  We will collect this offering Sunday, 
December 22. Offering envelopes will be provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Kari Alderman; Mark Brown; Jeff Denny; Barbara Fatkin;  
 Nita McCord; Michael Napier; Donna Shuford; Amanda Smith; Minor Vernon; Gail Walker 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder   PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate    
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