
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8, 2024 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 10:30AM 
 
Chimes 
 
Welcome  

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Call to Worship – based on Psalm 96 
 

Sing a new song to the Eternal; 
    sing in one voice to the Eternal, all the earth. 
Sing to the Eternal of all the good things God's done. 
    Bless God's name; 
    broadcast the good news of the Lord's salvation each and every day. 
Enlighten the nations to the Lord's splendor; 
    describe God's wondrous acts to all people. 
For the Eternal is great indeed and so praiseworthy; 
    the Eternal plotted the vast heavens, shaped every last detail. 
Honor and majesty precede the Lord; 
    strength and beauty infuse God's holy sanctuary. 
Sing a new song to the Eternal; 
    sing in one voice to the Eternal, all the earth. 

 
*Hymn #630 Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, O thou of God to earth come down, 

thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring. 

Jesus is fairer; Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling, starry host. 

Jesus shines brighter; Jesus shines purer, than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 

Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! 



Call to Confession 

 
Silent Prayers of Confession 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
Response to Forgiveness #485 We Know That Christ Is Raised  

 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death he broke its fearful hold, 
and our despair he turned to blazing joy. Alleluia! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn we share with him an Easter life 
as living members of a living Christ. Alleluia! 
 

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
The Spirit's power shakes the church of God. 
Baptized we live with God the Three in One. Alleluia! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
The universe, restored and whole, will sing: Alleluia! 

 
*Passing the Peace 

 

Announcements and Invitations 

 
Gathering of our Offerings 

 
Offertory Music 

 
*Doxology #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Scripture – Mark 14:3-9 
 
Sermon – An anointing AT Bethany for the anointing OF Bethany 
 
Hymn #486 (remain seated) Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 
 

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign, 
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 
 

Child of love, our love's expression, love's creation, loved indeed! 
Fresh from God, refresh our spirits; into joy and laughter lead. 
 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God's you are, from God you came. 
Back to God we humbly give you: live as one who bears Christ's name. 
 

Child of God, your loving Parent, learn to listen for God's call. 
Grow to laugh and sing and worship; trust and love God more than all. 

 
Remembering our Baptisms 
 
Affirmation of Faith – Presbyterian Declaration of Faith 
 

We believe that in the washing with water 



and in the eating of bread and drinking of wine 
the Holy Spirit demonstrates and confirms the promises  
of the embodied, written, and preached Word 
with vividness and power. 
In these concrete human actions 
believers declare their acceptance of the promises 
As the Word is acted out in the sacraments 
so the sacraments are to be accompanied by the Word. 
 

We believe that in baptism 
the Spirit demonstrates and confirms God's promise 
to include us and our children in his gracious covenant,  
cleansing us from sin, and giving us newness of life, 
as participants in Christ's death and resurrection. 
Baptism sets us in the visible community of Christ's people  
and joins us to all other believers by a powerful bond. 
 
In baptism we give ourselves up in faith and repentance to be the Lord's. 
For both children and adults, baptism is a reminder 
that God loves us long before we can love him. 
For both, God's grace and our response to it 
are not tied to the moment of baptism, 
but continue and deepen throughout life. 

  
Baptism of Bethany Marian Cannon 

 

*Hymn #482 Baptized in Water 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, faithfully now God's praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God's praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

*Sung Response  Northumbria Community  

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown 
you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Information & Announcements 
 

Welcome Friends and Guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information in the red book located in the pew so we can follow up with you and make a  place for you 
in our weekly fellowship. 
 



Prayer Concerns 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Ongoing Prayer Requests: Our Flint River Presbytery and campus ministries 
Current Member Concerns: Ann R. Smith; Jane Prentice; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; Evelyn Clark; Annette Hutto; 
Jeff, Lynn, Josh and Hannah Denny - Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole 
Kitchens; Susan Garrett (colleague of Gregg Reed, cancer diagnosis) - Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin 
Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); Nicholas Sanchez (Kathy McCord’s 
godson); James Watwood; Dawson Everett (Gwen Kitchens’ great-nephew); Carter Eddlemon (Doug & Carol 
Holt’s grandson) 
 
Sanctuary Flowers 
Flowers today have been given to the glory of God by Sam & Jinny McDuffie in celebration of their 
anniversary, September 10th. 
 
Children’s Sunday School  
We will kick-off our new school year next Sunday, September 8th at 9:30am!  We can’t wait to see all 
Northminster children (grades 5 and under) and their friends. 
 
Adult Sunday School  
Join us for Sunday School in the Fellowship hall at 9AM as Pastor Ralph leads us through “Good Thinking 
about the Good Book” a Bible study about the Bible itself. 
 
Ushers and Greeters 
We are in need of ushers and greeters to welcome our church family and guests on Sunday mornings.  Please 
check the new sign-up board in the foyer to volunteer your smile on a Sunday that works for you! 
 
Confirmation Kick-off – September 21-22 
First Presbyterian Church of Thomaston, GA is hosting a presbytery-wide weekend retreat for all youth (in 
grades 6 through 12) who have not yet completed confirmation.  This retreat will also serve as Northminster’s 
kick-off event to our own confirmation class. 
 
5th Sunday Lunch – September 29 
We will celebrate Northminster’s 60th year of making disciples, growing in faith together and serving others in 
Christ over lunch in the fellowship all September 29th following the worship service. 
 
Women’s Bible Study – October 2 
All women are invited to join this year’s fall Bible study where Ralph will be teaching based on the book of 
Philippians.  This study begins Wednesday, October 2 with a morning session at 10AM and an evening session at 
6PM.  See your bulletin insert for details. 

 

Rise Against Hunger – October 6 
We will host this year’s presbytery-wide Rise Against Hunger packing event.  Stay tuned for details. 
 
2024 Northminster Express – October 19 
This year, the Northminster Express will be riding the rails in scenic Blue Ridge, Georgia!  We are currently 
taking reservations for our group tour aboard the Blue Ridge Scenic Railway.  Tickets are $68 for adults and 
$48 for children between the ages of 2-12. We will depart from Northminster via chartered bus Saturday, 
October 19th at 6am and return around 5:30pm.  

 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 
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