
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

January 15, 2023 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 10:30am 
 
  GATHERING 
Greeting   
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
Call to Worship — based on Psalm 90 
 

God, it seems you’ve been our home forever; 
long before the mountains were born, 
Long before you brought earth itself to birth, 
from “once upon a time” to “kingdom come”—you are God. 
So don’t return us to mud, saying, 
“Back to where you came from!” 
Patience! You’ve got all the time in the world—whether 
a thousand years or a day, it’s all the same to you. 
 

Oh! Teach us to live well! 
Teach us to live wisely and well! 
Come back, God—how long do we have to wait?— 
and treat your servants with kindness. 
Surprise us with love at daybreak; 
then we’ll skip and dance all the day long. 
 

And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, rest on us, 
confirming the work that we do. 
Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do for God! 

 
Hymn #611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 



Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
 

  CONFESSING 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayers of Confession  
 

Creating God,  
it was you who made the day from night, 
made time out of chaos, 
gave us each day as a divine gift. 
 

Forgive us 
for not counting our days, 
for wasting time on silly pursuits, 
for boredom while surrounded by beauty.   
 

In the walk toward Lent and the Cross, 
we want to do better with your time. 
Grant us the grace to count our days, 
and set us free from a past 
we cannot amend. 
 

In Jesus' name, hear our confessions  …  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
Response to Forgiveness  #610  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing verses 1-2 

 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise,  
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace! 
 

The name of Jesus charms our fears, and bids our sorrows cease, 
sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life, and health, and peace. 

 
Affirmation of Faith — Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Passing the Peace 
 
Announcements and Invitations 
 
Gathering our Offerings 



 
Offertory Music 
  
Response — Doxology #606  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
   
  LISTENING 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and for Illumination 
 
Scripture – Philippians 4:1-9 
 
Hymn #686 (remain seated) God of Our Life 
 

God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in thee. 
In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, thy hand we see. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, 
we own thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 

God of the past, our times are in thy hand. With us abide. 
Lead us by faith to hope’s true promised land. Be thou our guide. 
With thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith’s fair vision changes into sight. 
 

God of the coming years, through paths unknown we follow thee. 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone. Our refuge be. 
Be thou for us in life our daily bread,  
our heart’s true home when all our years have sped. 

 
Scripture – Psalm 90 
 
Hymn #687 verses 1-3 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

 Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 

 Beneath the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

 Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 
 
Sermon – Teach us to count our days  
 
Hymn #687 verses 4-6 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
thy fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
 

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 
  

  DEPARTING 
*Benediction  
 
*Sung Response  Northumbria Community 

 

May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 



Grant you peace; perfect peace, courage in every endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see His face and His grace forever. 
May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
  
 Information & Announcements 
 
Welcome to our guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some 
contact information with us so we can follow up with you and make a place for you in our weekly fellowship. 
You may email our church office at admin@northminstermacon.org. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office. 
Current Member Concerns: Ann R. Smith; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; Kathy Wheeler; Frank Clark;  Lynn 
Southerland; Tom Jones; Nancy Miles; Ann Weaver; Kathy McCord 
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Joel Jones; Cindi Shuford 
Akins; Nelda Crow; Sara Walcott 
Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; Joshua Sulkers; Isaac Falkenstine (Bonnie Diboll’s grandson); 
Walker Wright (Mayhew’s grandson); James Watwood 
 
Elder Installation Breakfast and Ordination 
All ordained elders, past and present, are invited to attend the elder installation breakfast, Sunday, January 22 
at 8:30am.  Please let Jennifer know if you are able to attend. (478-318-7911; admin@northminstermacon.org).  
During the worship service, we will ordain two new elders, Nita McCord and Donna Shuford, and install 
returning elder, Jeff Denny. 
 
Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 29, we will hold a congregational meeting immediately following the worship service to 
approve the pastoral terms of call. 
 
Bingo! – Youth Montreat fundraiser 
All are invited to join us in the Fellowship hall Sunday, January 29th after worship for lunch and Bingo!  
Sponsored by our youth to help raise funds for this year’s Montreat Youth Conference, they will provide 
chicken and ask you to bring a side to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 

 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News; SESSION of Ruling Elders: Kari Alderman; Jeff Denny; Barbara Fatkin;  
 Nita McCord; Jinny McDuffie; Ray Mosely; Michael Napier; Donna Shuford; Minor Vernon; Genny Whitaker 

 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder   PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate   GUNNER CHANCEY, Director of Music 
KAREN JONES, Clerk of Session   JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant 

 

In-Office hours this week: Sunday, Monday, Thursday 9:00-1:00 
Jennifer Cell: 478-318-7911 
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