When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
— Psalm 126

December 20, 2020

10:30am
GATHERING

Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Lighting the Love Candle
Prelude

Colony IV Brass

Scripture Reading – based on Luke 1:46-55
My soul magnifies the Lord,
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Morning Prayer
*Hymn #121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Call to Confession
Prayers of Confession
God of Good News,
You say to me, “You are highly favored,”
but I struggle to see how that could be.
You say to me, “Do not be afraid,”
but I am afraid much of the time.
You say to me, “Even the impossible is possible, just look at Mary!”
But hope often slips through my hands like water.
The impossible still feels impossible.
So today I pray,
(continued on next page)

Today we pray:
Teach us to sing like young Mary.
Teach us to laugh like old Elizabeth.
Teach us to trust like the angels.
Forgive us when we can only do one at a time, or none at all.
Hear now our silent prayers …

Response #145

What Child Is This

Assurance of Forgiveness
*Signs of Peace
Announcements

LISTENING

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Scripture Reading
Interlude

Genesis 1 and Mark 9, selections
Colony IV Brass

Scripture Reading
Luke 1:26-38
"You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."

Sermon

Those Who Dream… Are Not Alone
DEPARTING

*Hymn #143

Angels in the Realms of Glory

Affirmation of Faith
from the Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship
and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling
all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was
crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised
this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us
from death to life eternal.

Blessing — Romans 16:25-26
All of our praise rises to the One who is strong enough to make you strong, exactly as preached in Jesus Christ,
precisely as revealed in the mystery kept secret for so long but now an open book through the prophetic Scriptures.
All the nations of the world can now know the truth and be brought into obedient belief, carrying out the orders of
God, who got all this started, down to the very last letter. All our praise is focused through Jesus on this
incomparably wise God! Amen.
*Benediction
*Response
Northumbria Blessing
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at the
wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.
Postlude

Colony IV Brass
All Rights Reserved, License # 1244003

Special Thanks to the Colony IV brass quartet for providing today’s music.
Ray Lawrence, trumpet; Doug Hill, trumpet; Susan Van Wick, French horn;
John Cornacchione, trombone; Randal Foil, euphonium

Announcements
Welcome to our guests!
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus.
PRAYER CONCERNS
Current Member Concerns: Ann R. Smith; Karen Jones; Jewel James; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; John Hurst;
John Geerlings; Grace Goodwin; Mary Ann Ellis; Kathy Wheeler; Shelby Duffy; Betty Barlow; Fran
Mayhew
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Nelda Crow; Kirk Knox
Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; T. Wright Goodwin, IV; James C. Watwood; Joshua Sulkers
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 3, 2021, we will have a congregational meeting immediately following the worship service
for the purpose of electing elders for the upcoming year. Though the slate is not yet complete, our nominees
thus far include Kari Alderman, Roland Hill, Jan Hirsh, and Minor Vernon.
Christmas Joy Special Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need
to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our
leaders, including supporting leadership development for all communities and providing support for
Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. A special envelope is provided for your offering.
Christmas Eve Worship Service
Please plan to join us in-person or online, Thursday, Dec. 24th for our annual Christmas Eve worship
service. A harp prelude will begin at 5:30pm, followed by the service at 6:00pm.
Youth – Montreat 2021
Youth parents, mark your calendars for June 12-19, for Montreat summer camp: “Called to Connect”! More
details will be released in January, and the church will need a general headcount in February. The Presbytery
will underwrite a large portion of travel and board for the group.

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ.
CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News
SESSION of Ruling Elders: Sam Alderman, III; Boyd Ellison; Judy Hill;
Ricky Smith; Ann Weaver; Emily Brown; Beau Kitchens; Lynn Denny;
Charlotte Nolan; Sandra Ridgeway KAREN JONES, Clerk of Session
RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder
BENJAMIN GAIL, Sexton

PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate
SANDRA SMITH, Music Director
JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant

Office hours this week: Mon-Thurs 8:00-1:00
WWW.NORTHMINSTERMACON.ORG
478-477-6646
565 WIMBISH RD. MACON, GA 31210

He never said to me, “I feel so alone,”
But I could tell every time we talked on the phone.
For you can hear loneliness move through the line.
It sounds like quiet and feels like tired.

Monday Morning

But I never brought it up.
I pretended we were ne,
Passing stories like chess pieces
Until he’d resign.
And as I look back, if I could do it again,
I’d get on a plane and say to him—
You are made from nothing but love,
Inside and out, you are more than enough.
And if I could build you a home out of beautiful things,
I’d write all day and sing and pray.
But I cannot build your home,
Or make you love your own.
All I can do,
Is open my door and turn on the light,
So if you walk by you might stop inside.
And if you did, there you would nd
The light is on. The table is set.
The music is loud. The bed is soft.
The food is warm.
What’s mine is yours.
For no amount of space or time,
Or grief or doubt,
Or pain can subside
The fact that I am by your side.
Love and I will always abide.
I learned that from God.
I learned that from you.
Love doesn’t go away.
I’m here to stay.
So like Mary and Elizabeth,
This door is open.

“Not Alone” by Sarah Are — SanctifiedArt.org
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compiled by RWH for Northminster Macon — week of 2020-12-20 — Advent 4
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Psalm 120

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The
earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep
waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of
the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. And God saw that the light was good.
Genesis 1

You didn’t have to say you were lonely.
I could hear it in your voice.
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When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was lled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be
born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. What’s
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age!
People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son
and is now in her sixth month. For the word of God will never fail.”
Luke 1

Shannon Kershner — “Singing Mary’s Song” — 2015

“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God’” There are three possible responses to fear: ght,
ight, or freeze. Mary is, perhaps, frozen by the appearance of the
angel Gabriel, whose greeting and message leave her perplexed
and pondering. But she is not paralyzed by fear; instead, she is
suspended in time as the angel foretells her destiny: to bear the
Son of God. Fully awakened by the angel’s declaration, “For
nothing will be impossible with God”, Mary accepts her destiny
saying, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.”
Marcia Y. Riggs
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, GA

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer
of life. The Spirit justi es us by grace through faith, sets us free to
accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ. The same
Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the
bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men
to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the
Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among
all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in
Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
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Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith, 1984
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If Mary’s fear had subsided by seeing her cousin face-to-face,
then surprise replaced it. Surprise, because until that moment,
Mary had been caught up in the ‘oh no’ parts of her life. She was
very young, engaged, still at home with mom and dad, and now
pregnant with God’s baby. Those are a lot of “oh no’s” to handle
all at once. And those ‘oh no’s’ dominated Mary’s mind. Those
“oh no’s” caused her to forget what else that angel had said to
her on that day. Mary had forgotten what the angel had called her
when he rst laid his holy eyes on her face. ‘Greetings, favored
one,’ the divine messenger proclaimed. Mary had forgotten that
beginning part of their conversation until Elizabeth’s reaction of
joy and con dence reminded her. Mary had been so caught up in
the fear, in the haste, in the ‘oh no’ parts of her life, she had
completely forgotten the angel rst addressed her as favored one,
as one her God claimed.

“Overshadowing” — Ralph Hawkins, June 2020

ἐπισκιάζω
episkiazo, ep-ee-skee-ad´-zo;
— to cast a shade upon, i.e. (by analogy) to envelop in a haze of
brilliancy; guratively, to invest with preternatural in uence: to
overshadow.
“… the power of the Most High will overshadow you …”

12136-20-305

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous
gifts that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new
leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the
means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents
and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate

God is with us.
— Matthew 1:23

Online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy

The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important
role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 21st century, bringing together the
diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Special Offerings
offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and they profoundly affect the life of the church
as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.

THE PERFECT GIFT.

Being Together
God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a
gift that brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect
gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. According
to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”
During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together
in person. But we have always been together in spirit, and in faith.
God has been with us. And through our gifts to the Christmas Joy
Offering, we are together with those who need our love and support.

I

n 2015, Rose Bryant was at a crossroads in her life — a job she needed to
support she and her son fell through due to her lack of a college degree.
Discovering she could go back to college, and qualify for scholarships
supported by the Christmas Joy Offering, changed everything. She found
special joy as a member of Stillman’s renowned choir. She graduated in
2019 and is now an English and Language Arts teach in Dallas, Texas.
“I don’t think I would be here without the support of Stillman,” she said.
“The amazing thing is that all of this has had a ripple effect. I was able to
finish my goal because of the support I received, and I know of at least six
people who came directly to me to find out how they could do the same,
including my younger sister.”

Because God is with us, we see the potential of students of color who
will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to
encourage them, to be with them.

[

50%

]

of your gifts make it possible for students to learn
and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color.

Because God is with us, we see church workers who have critical
financial needs and we come alongside them, to assist them — we are
with them.

[

50%

of your gifts provide assistance for
current and retired church workers and their
families with critical financial needs.

]

Thank you for your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering —
for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

The Christmas Joy Offering
supports Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges
equipping communities of
color like Stillman College
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

The ripple effect that Rose speaks of starts when each of us does some
small thing, such as giving a gift to the Christmas Joy Offering, the power
of which grows stronger and stronger as it is passed along.

Thank you for your generosity.
WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

