
   
 

 

 

 

 
 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 
“The Lord has done great things for them.” 

The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we rejoiced. 

 
— Psalm 126 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 13, 2020 10:30am 

  GATHERING 
Welcome 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Lighting the Joy Candle 
 

Prelude Picardy arr. Rick Deasley 
 

Scripture Reading – based on Psalm 126 
 

When the Lord restored us from our exile, 

 we were like those who dream. 
 

Morning Prayer 
 

*Hymn #347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence           

 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayers of Confession 
 

O Great God of such Joy, 
With a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers,  
there should be no end to our joy. 
And yet,  
instead of decorating our very beings with joy,  
we let it slip away like loose change.  
Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David, 
we pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed.  
Forgive us.  
Teach us the ways of children,  
who laugh and dance and sing 
as if joy is the very thing that keeps them alive.  
In the name of Jesus our Joy, 
hear our personal prayers …  

 

 [silent prayers] 



 
 
 
 
*Response #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

*Signs of Peace 
 
   
  LISTENING 
 

Announcements 
 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
Interlude O Holy Night Adolphe Adam/arr. Simon 
   Edward Clark, saxophone 

 
Scripture Reading Luke 1:39-56 

 
Sermon  THOSE WHO DREAM… Sow Joy 

   
   
 
 
 



  DEPARTING 
 

*Hymn #121 O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 
 

 
Affirmation of Faith from the 1998 Presbyterian Study Catechism 

Question 31. What do you affirm when you confess your faith in Jesus Christ as "our Lord"? 

That having been raised from the dead he reigns with compassion and justice over all things 

in heaven and on earth, especially over those who confess him by faith; and that by loving 

and serving him above all else, I give glory and honor to God. 
 

Question 32. What do you affirm when you say he was "conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary"? 

First, that being born of a woman, Jesus was truly a human being. Second, that our Lord's 

incarnation was a holy and mysterious event, brought about solely by free divine grace 

surpassing any human possibilities. Third, that from the very beginning of his life on earth, 

he was set apart by his unique origin for the sake of accomplishing our salvation. 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Response  Northumbria Blessing 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you 
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at 
the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.  

 

Postlude  
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