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A BIG  DAY  TO SUPPORT THE THORNWELL  HOME  FOR CHILDREN  

Above: Thornwell President,  The Reverend Elliot Smith, Molly Brown, Hannah 

Denny, and Amy Fletcher show off their filled ñThornwell Turkeys.ò 

Below: In the ñFleecing of the Flockò the children sought out members who came 

loaded with quarters for the Thornwell Turkeys.   Some gave till they had nothing left. 

Ella Cole Alderman collects 

from Brenda Feltsðwho was 

waiting to give.  
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MUSIC NEWS FROM  SANDY  

My heart is still singing and rejoicing over the wonderful and worshipful 

Lessons and Carols service. So many people put in many long hours of 

planning and rehearsal time to ensure the success of this much loved an-

nual service. Special thanks go to Deborah Russ for her leadership of the 

Bell choir, Shelby Rivers, for her work with the children, and Tom Jones who made a 

special arrangement of one of our choir anthems for strings and clarinet. 

  Many thanks go to the instrumentalists----local string players, including Pat McCall, 

and our own Bridget Trogden on clarinet. And to each one of the readers, who repre-

sented various areas of ministry at NPC--many thanks for a job well done! 

  Of course it would all be in vain without the choir members and bell ringers, several 

of whom do double duty as they ñsing and ringò which requires extra rehearsal time 

each week. Thank you, singers and ringers. 

  Our childrenôs choir did a lovely job leading us in ñSilent Nightò and then singing 

their own special anthem for us. Thank you, parents, for bringing them to rehearsal 

each Wednesday night. 

  If you are not currently involved in the music ministry at NPC, a special invitation is 

extended to you to join. Singers and ringers are always needed, and the childrenôs 

choir always has room for one more. Our Wonderful Wednesday program resumes on 

January 7, so mark your calendar and plan now to come out and see what all the ex-

citement is about. 

    -Sandy 
 

Our Wonderful Wednesday night program is getting great success with a deli-
cious meal, Psalm study with Jarred, Hand bell choir with Deborah, Childrenôs 
choir with Shelby, and Chancel choir. We have had some new ringers and 
singers, but there is still room for you. Consider joining us and see what all the 
buzz is about! 
 

Mary Ann Ellis wrote her own list of ñTop Ten Reasons to Participate in Won-
derful Wednesdays 

1. Delicious dinner you do not have to cook  

2. Dine with different people  

3. Short but interesting study of the beautiful Psalms/homework optional  

4. Discover the inner sanctum where bell ringers practice  

5. Join the choir you might like to wear the blue robe  

6. Nursery  

7. No dishes to wash.  

8. Meet Shelby (childrenõs choir director) hear young sweet voices 

9. Lots of ice cold tea and lemonade  

10. Did I mention no clean up or dishes to wash ? 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays will resume ON 

January 7
th

 

ALTERNATIVE  CHRISTMAS  FAIR  TOTALS 

This year our fair featured 3 charities:  Loaves & Fishes, Habitat for Humanity and 

Thornwell Home for Children.   

 

Here is a look at the totals raised: 

Loaves & Fishes Ministryð$1,396.00 

Habitat for Humanityð$960.00 

Thornwell  Homes for Childrenð$1,485.00 
 

A grand total of $3,841.00! Thank you for giving the gift of hope this Christmas 

to those in need right here in our local area. 

CHIISTINGLE   

SUNDAY  

On Sunday, December 

14th, at 9:45 AM  the 

children will be gather-

ing in the Fellowship 

Hall during the Sunday 

School time to participate in a 

growing world-wide movement ï 

the making of a Christingle. 

   

Please consider helping in one of 

the following ways. Or, if you have 

another idea, please call the church 

to give us your idea! 

o You could provide a bag of 

oranges (any unused would go to 

Loaves and Fishes). 

o You could cut tin foil squares. 

o You could invite your 

neighbors. 

o You could cut holes in oranges 

for children. (Saturday, 10:00 AM) 

o You could aid in clean-up 

(orange  juice will be a result of 

cutting a hole in the orange for the 

candle.) 

o You could donate gum drops 

and toothpicks. 

December 14th  

   8:45 AM      OPEN 
   11:00 AM      Amy Maley  
December 21st 
   8:45 AM  OPEN 
   11:00 AM  Brandon Walker  

December 24th 
   4:30 PM  OPEN 
   6:30 PM  Susan Gifford 

ADVENT  CANDLE   

L IGHTERS 



 

GOOD SAM   

OFFERING 

Thanks for your continued sup-
port for the Good Samaritan Of-
fering.  This money is used to 
help those in need, members 

and non-members alike. 
Your contributions to this fund 
made it possible for us to as-
sist a mar-
ried couple 
who live in a 
trailer park.  
Both of them 
lost their 
jobs and 
now she is very ill.  We were 
able to help them with their 
rent. Thank you for your gener-
ous support of the needy people 
in our community!  

JANUARY  LUNCH 

BUNCH 
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The Lunch Bunch is a Dutch treat 

group that gets together on the 1st 

Tuesday of the month.  The group 

is open to anyone who likes to eat 

out and have fellowship time with 

members and friends of the 

church. 

 

The Lunch Bunch will meet 

 Epiphany Tuesday, January 

6th at  

The Olive Garden at 12:30 PM 

on Bloomfield Road. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Eve-

lyn Clark for reciting the 

 entire 100th Psalm. She was 

rewarded with a large  

chocolate coin! 

WAY TO GO! 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY  FOR THE  HOMELESS 

Again, you have come through with flying colors in pro-

viding gloves for the Homeless Christmas Party. The Party 

is on December 16.  You have generously donated enough 

money to pay for the 250 pairs of gloves that the Outreach 

Committee ordered plus enough to order two more cases 

which will be given to L&F to distribute through the winter 

months.  We will no longer have our donation table set up 

in the narthex. Any additional money received will go to 

buy more gloves and other accessories which are always in demand at L&F during 

periods of cold weather.  Thank you for making someoneôs life a little warmer. 

WHAT  THE SESSION IS READING ... 

ñWhat is the Session doing about the youth program?ò 

  Your Session and Elders-elect are reading Sustainable 

Youth Ministry as part of their officer training and 

preparation.  The youth program will be a primary fo-

cus at the Officersô Advance.   

  They are using old notes and letters from Northmin-

sterôs past to guide the finding a long term success. 

  A quote from the book... 

ñThe leaders of the church cross their fingers 

and believe, with all their hearts, that this time 

the cards will fall in their favor. This time, 

theyôll find the superstar youth director who will 

change everythingé.fast.ò 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  RESULTS 

The Session called a Congregational Meeting for November 16th,  
  The purpose of the meeting was three-fold: 

  First, the congregation voted upon amending the Articles of Agreement for Northmin-

ster Presbyterian Church, Inc.  The motion amended the Articles of Agreement so as to 

conform with the churchôs current practice related to the term length of the office of 

Trustee.  The vote changed the length of term from nine years to three years. 
 

  Secondly, the congregation reviewed the Terms of Call for 2014 and voted upon two 

proposed amendments of the Terms of Call.  The first item, returned the line item for 

automotive reimbursement to the 2012 level ï an increase of $500.00 over 2013. In 

addition, the congregation will voted upon the recommendation of the Stewardship and 

Finance Committee to the Session that the amount of compensation under the heading 

of cash salary be increased by $1,000.00 for the year 2014, in a one-time action, pay-

able December 31st, 2014.  (A delayed action from last yearôs Session which approved 

the motion from the Stewardship and Finance Committee of late 2013.) 

  Thirdly, the congregation heard the report of the Nominating Committee.  The nomi-

nees for the office of Elder are:   

 Class of 2015: Sam Alderman to serve an additional one year.  

 Class of 2016: Karen Jones, Sandra Ridgeway, Shea Smith, Gail Walker, and 

Lynn Southerland (to serve a one year term of the two year term). 

Copies of the full wording of the Terms of Call were available from the office in ad-

vance, and copies were available the day of the meeting on the smaller communion 

table in the rear of the narthex.  A slip showing the adjustments in Salary, Housing, 

and Auto were also presented. 

  In addition, following the Congregational Meeting there was the required Annual 

Meeting of Northminster Presbyterian Church, Inc. 

Note: The current quorum is 56 Active Members. A Quorum was present. 
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DECORATING  OUR CHRISMON  TREE 

Left: Several  

members stayed 

after our 11:00 AM  

service on  

November 23rd to 

decorate our  

Chrismon tree and 

to hang our wreaths 

in the sanctuary. 

Thank you  

everyone for your 

hard work.  

Everything looks 

great! 

CTS/FRP LEADERSHIP M EETING  

Flint River Presbytery and Columbia Theological Seminary 

team up to enhance leadership skills of pastors. 
  Following up on last yearôs success, your Presbytery asked author and lead-

ership guide Ron Richardson to lead a group of pastors in exploring how con 

gregations tick, how they as 

pastors tick, and how those two 

dynamics interact or clash. 

  The group explored three case studies of 

events in the life of real congregations.  The 

group also explored the family diagrams of 

those making the presentations to see how 

the pastorôs family of origin might have had 

a role to play in how the events transpired. 

  Following some hard, honest work, the 

group went out for pizza.   

  At the right, you see the group waiting for 

some food to come to the table. 

ñWHITE  GIFTSò 

FOR THORNWELL  

         The 

Outreach 

and 

Evangel-

ism Com-

mittee is 

encourag-

ing the 

placing of a White Gift under 

the Chrismon Tree from now 

until Christmas. 

What is a White Gift?  A 

White Gift is a package 

wrapped in white tissue paper 

with a colorful ribbon:  blue 

for a boy, pink for a girl.  

You are invited to wrap up 

white socks, white t-shirts, 

white undergarments, a white 

slip, even white pajamas.  A 

simple tag on the package 

should say the size and the 

contents.  For example,  

ñFancy socks, size 6,  for a 

special little girl.ò   

These gifts will be delivered 

to Thornwell and be available 

for children who arrive to that 

wonderful place of healing 

and predictable love and care. 

A special ñThanksò 

to all of the children 

who brought filled 

Thornwell Turkeys 

to benefit other boys 


