25th Reign of Christ

November 22, 2020
10:30am

GATHERING
Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Prelude

Holy, Holy, Holy
Pat McCall, violin

Call to Worship — based on Hymn 643
We all gather to thank our God
with heart and hands and voices.
God has done wonderful things
in the world and in our lives.
May this generous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to secure us.
All praise and thanks to God,
who reigns in highest heaven,
to Father and to Son
and Spirit now be given:
the one living and eternal God,
whom heaven and earth adore,
the God who was, and is,
and will be evermore.
Morning Prayer

arr. David Abramsky

*Hymn #643

Now Thank We All Our God

Call to Gratitude
Gratitude
Gracious God,
your heart abounds with goodness,
and your hand pours out abundance.
We praise you for the continuous cycle of seedtime and harvest
and the order of creation that sustains and nourishes us.
We bless you for the beauty of autumn and its generous yield.
We thank you that you are mindful of us and supply our needs.
Accept our thanksgiving and our praise for the cycle of life
and for all the joys of living.
Hear now our own prayers of thanksgiving …
[silent prayers]
Assurance of Blessing
*Response #606

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

*Signs of Peace
Stewardship Season for 2021
Prayers of Intercession
Lord’s Prayer

LISTENING

Interlude

We Gather Together

Scripture

Acts 1:3-9

Sermon

arr. Marilyn Carlson

Ends of the Earth: Stewards of the World
DEPARTING

*Hymn #298

*Affirmation of Faith

Lord, You Give the Great Commission

Presbyterian Study Catechism

Question 1. What is God's purpose for your life?
God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in
the communion of the Holy Spirit.
Question 2. How do you live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ?
I am not my own. I have been bought with a price. The Lord Jesus Christ loved me and gave
himself for me. I entrust myself completely to his care, giving thanks each day for his
wonderful goodness.
Question 3. How do you live for the love of God?
I love because God first loved me. God loves me in Christ with a love that never ends. Amazed
by grace, I no longer live for myself. I live for the Lord who died and rose again, triumphant
over death, for my sake. Therefore, I take those around me to heart, especially those in
particular need, knowing that Christ died for them no less than for me.
Question 4. How do you live in the communion of the Holy Spirit?
By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ. I am baptized into Christ's
body, the church, along with all others who confess him by faith. As a member of this
community, I trust in God's Word, share in the Lord's Supper, and turn to God constantly in
prayer. As I grow in grace and knowledge, I am led to do the good works that God intends for
my life.
*Charge and Benediction

*Response
Northumbria Blessing
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at
the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.
Postlude
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INFORMATION
Welcome to our guests!
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus. Please share some contact
information with us so we can follow up with you and make a place for you in our weekly fellowship. You may
email our church office at admin@northminstermacon.org.
Pastoral Care
Pastor Ralph welcomes and encourages opportunities to share in fellowship, pastoral conversation, and spiritual
discernment. He keeps office hours most mornings at the church, but is always available by appointment. You
are always welcome to call or text at 478-250-3355 or to reach out by email:
pastorhawkins@northminstermacon.org
Lectionary Readings
Nov. 22, Reign of Christ – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Nov. 29, 1st Sunday of Advent – Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

PRAYER CONCERNS
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office at 477-6646, or you could join us
at our prayer group that meets the third Thursday of the month at 10:00 AM in Room 108.
Current Member Concerns: Ann R. Smith; Karen Jones; Jewel James; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; John Hurst; John
Geerlings; Grace Goodwin; Mary Ann Ellis; Kathy Wheeler; Andy Weaver; Shelby Duffy
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Nelda Crow; Kirk Knox
Military Personnel Prayer List: Austin Riley; T. Wright Goodwin, IV; James C. Watwood; Joshua Sulkers

Calista Koch, Harpist – Sunday, November 29
Sunday, November 29th, harpist Calista Koch will be here to share her talents with our congregation during our
10:30 am worship service. Please be sure to come or log-in 5-10 minutes before the service to hear what is sure to be
a beautiful extended prelude. Calista will return for our Christmas Eve worship service, beginning a 30-minute
prelude at 5:30pm.
Church Hours – Thanksgiving Holiday
The church office and building will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 26-27, for the Thanksgiving Holiday.
We will remain open Monday through Wednesday from 9:00am – 1:00pm.
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ.
CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News
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