
 

 

  24th Sunday after Pentecost 
  November 15, 2020 
  10:30am   

 
 
 

 
   GATHERING 

Welcome 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Prelude Assurance arr. Beck/Courtney 
  Rebecca Layfield, soprano 
 

Call to Worship — based on Hymn 610 
 

We wish we had a thousand voices to sing 

our great Redeemer’s goodness and praise: 

to sing the glories of our God and Savior, 

the triumphs of God’s mercy and grace! 
 

Our gracious Master and our God, 

meet us again today so we might proclaim, 

help us spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors due your blessed and life-giving name. 
 

Jesus! the name that soothes all our fears, 

the name that bids our sorrows cease. 

His name is music in our sinner-ears. 

His life is our health and peace. 
 

To our great God all glory, praise, love 

be today and evermore always given 

by saints below and saints above, 

the Church 0n earth and heaven. 
 

Morning Prayer 



*Hymn #610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing           

 
 
Call to Gratitude 
 

Gratitude 
 

Holy God, 
our praise can never match the wondrous measure of your mercy.  
Our lips can never express the depth of gratitude that our hearts feel.  
In your providence we have been kept, 
of your bounty we have received, 
and under the shadow of your wings our souls have learned to rejoice.  
You have led us through each decision of our lives. 
Your goodness and mercy have followed us all our days. 
By green pastures we have each been led. 
In the darker valleys we have not walked alone. 
Our comfort has been in your rod and staff. 
We thank you that we are made to be dependent, 
that none of us can live without you. 
But most of all we thank you that you are dependable, 
naming us one by one, knowing each of our needs, 
and supplying all that we require and more, 
out of your eternal mercy. 
Hear us, O God, as our hearts, 
at their best and at their humblest, 
give you the glory that belongs to your name. 
In you we find our steadfast and unfrightened hope 
through Christ, our Lord. 
Hear now our own prayers of thanksgiving …  

 

 [silent prayers] 
 

Assurance of Blessing 
 

*Response #606 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 



*Signs of Peace 
 

  LISTENING 
Stewardship Season for 2021 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Scripture Luke 10:25-37 
 

Interlude Praise Him! Praise Him! arr. Lloyd Larson 
   NPC Bell Ensemble 
 

Scripture  Acts 1:3-9 
 

Sermon  Judea and Sumaria: Stewards of our Neighborhoods 
   
  DEPARTING 
 

*Hymn #298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  Presbyterian Study Catechism 
 

Question 1. What is God's purpose for your life?   
God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in 
the communion of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Question 2. How do you live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ?  
I am not my own. I have been bought with a price. The Lord Jesus Christ loved me and gave 
himself for me. I entrust myself completely to his care, giving thanks each day for his 
wonderful goodness.  
 

Question 3. How do you live for the love of God?  
I love because God first loved me. God loves me in Christ with a love that never ends. Amazed 
by grace, I no longer live for myself. I live for the Lord who died and rose again, triumphant 
over death, for my sake. Therefore, I take those around me to heart, especially those in 
particular need, knowing that Christ died for them no less than for me.  
 



Question 4. How do you live in the communion of the Holy Spirit?  
By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ. I am baptized into Christ's 
body, the church, along with all others who confess him by faith. As a member of this 
community, I trust in God's Word, share in the Lord's Supper, and turn to God constantly in 
prayer. As I grow in grace and knowledge, I am led to do the good works that God intends for 
my life.  

 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Response  Northumbria Blessing 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. May he guide you 
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home rejoicing at 
the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.  

 

Postlude  
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   INFORMATION 
Welcome to our guests! 
Whether you are sharing in the worship of God with us for the first time, visiting with family or friends, or 
returning for a visit to your home church, we welcome you today in the name of Jesus.  Please share some contact 
information with us so we can follow up with you and make a place for you in our weekly fellowship.  You may 
email our church office at admin@northminstermacon.org. 

Pastoral Care 
Pastor Ralph welcomes and encourages opportunities to share in fellowship, pastoral conversation, and spiritual 
discernment.  He keeps office hours most mornings at the church, but is always available by appointment.  You 
are always welcome to call or text at 478-250-3355 or to reach out by email: 
pastorhawkins@northminstermacon.org  

 

Lectionary Readings 
Nov. 15, 24th Sunday after Pentecost – Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 
Nov. 22, Reign of Christ – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
If you have a need or a request for prayer, please contact the church office at 477-6646, or you could join us 
at our prayer group that meets the third Thursday of the month at 10:00 AM in Room 108. 
 

Current Member Concerns: Ann R. Smith; Karen Jones; Jewel James; Ann Hall; Jane Ebey; John Hurst; John 
Geerlings; Grace Goodwin; Mary Ann Ellis; Kathy Wheeler; Andy Weaver; Shelby Duffy 
Current Friends and Family Concerns: Margaret Yawn; Donna Carole Kitchens; Nelda Crow; Kirk Knox 
Military Personnel Prayer List:  Austin Riley; T. Wright Goodwin, IV; James C. Watwood; Joshua Sulkers 
 

Kalista Koch, Harpist – Sunday, November 29 
Sunday, November 29th, harpist Kalista Koch will be here to share her talents with our congregation during our 
10:30 am worship service.  Please be sure to come or log-in 5-10 minutes before the service to hear what is sure to be 
a beautiful extended prelude. 
 

  NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Our calling at Northminster is to make disciples, to grow in faith together, and to serve others in Christ. 
 

CONGREGATION: Ministers of the Good News 
 

SESSION of Ruling Elders: Sam Alderman, III; Boyd Ellison; Judy Hill; Ricky Smith; Ann Weaver 
Emily Brown; Beau Kitchens; Lynn Denny; Charlotte Nolan; Sandra Ridgeway 

 

RALPH HAWKINS, Pastor and Teaching Elder     PAUL EVANS, Parish Associate      
 SANDRA SMITH, Music Director      KAREN JONES, Clerk of Session 

BENJAMIN GAIL, Sexton     JENNIFER WHITEHEAD, Ministry Assistant 
 

  Office hours this week:  Mon-Fri 9:00-1:00 

WWW.NORTHMINSTERMACON.ORG 478-477-6646 565 WIMBISH RD. MACON, GA 31210 
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Monday Morning 
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do 
not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he 
promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in 
just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, 
“Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set 
those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  You will 
be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while 
they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 


Acts 1 - New Living Translation


The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our 
enemies; probably because generally, they are the same people. 


G. K. Chesterton


The church participates in God's mission to the world through its 
ministry and worship. Worship presents the reality of the divine 
rule which God has promised in Jesus Christ as the final renewal 
of creation. The worshiping community in its integrity before the 
Word and its unity in prayer and Sacraments is a sign of the 
presence of the reign of God. The church in its ministry bears 
witness to God's reign through the proclamation of the gospel, 
through works of compassion and reconciliation, and through the 
stewardship of creation and of life. God sends the church in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to exercise compassion in the world, 
feeding the hungry, comforting the grieving, caring for the sick, 
visiting the prisoners, freeing the captives, sheltering the 
homeless, befriending the lonely. God's call to compassion is 
proclaimed in worship. Those called are equipped and 
strengthened for the ministry of compassion by the proclamation 
of the Word and by the celebration of the Sacraments. The call is 
accepted as the faithful respond in prayers of confession and 
intercession, in acts of self-offering, and in offering material 
goods to be shared in ministries of compassion.


Presbyterian Directory for Worship 



JUDEA (Jū dē′ å) 

Place-name meaning “Jewish.” In Ezra 5:8 the Aramaic 
designation of a province that varied in size with changing 
political circumstances, but always included the city of Jerusalem 
and the territory immediately surrounding it. The area, formerly 
called Judah, was first given the name Judea following the 
Babylonian exile. During the Persian period, Judea occupied a 
very small area. Under the Maccabees, however, the territory was 
expanded in size and enjoyed a period of political independence. 
Herod the Great, appointed over roughly the same territory by 
Rome, had the title king of Judea. Judea, Samaria, and Galilee 
were generally considered in Roman times to be the three main 
geographical divisions of Palestine. 

SAMARIA (Så mā′ rı̆ å) 

Place-name of mountain, city, and region, meaning “mountain of 
watching,” and the residents thereof. Forty-two miles north of 
Jerusalem and nine miles northwest of Nablus, a hill protrudes 
from the broad valley that cuts across the central highlands of 
Israel. There lie ruins of ancient Samaria near a small village 
called Sebastiya. Samaria was the capital, residence, and burial 
place of the kings of Israel (1 Kings 16:23-28; 22:37; 2 Kings 
6:24-30). Following the Northern Kingdom’s fall to Assyria (721 
B.C.), exiles from many nations settled Samaria (Ezra 4:9-10). 
Later, the Greeks conquered the region (331 B.C.) and Hellenized 
the area with Greek inhabitants and culture. Herod the Great 
obtained control of Samaria in 30 B.C. and made it one of the 
chief cities of his territory.

In the days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and the 
Samaritans was greatly strained (Luke 9:52-54; 10:25-37; 
17:11-19; John 8:48). The animosity was so great that the Jews 
bypassed Samaria as they traveled between Galilee and Judea. 
They went an extra distance through the barren land of Perea on 
the eastern side of the Jordan to avoid going through Samaria. 
Yet Jesus rebuked His disciples for their hostility to the 
Samaritans (Luke 9:55-56), healed a Samaritan leper (Luke 17:16), 
honored a Samaritan for his neighborliness (Luke 10:30-37), 
praised a Samaritan for his gratitude (Luke 17:11-18), asked a 
drink of a Samaritan woman (John 4:7), and preached to the 
Samaritans (John 4:40-42). Then in Acts 1:8 Jesus challenged His 
disciples to witness in Samaria.


Donald Potts — Hollman Bible Dictionary





Oxford Bible Atlas




You should have received an 

email with a link, inviting you 

to join Realm.  Click the link 

found in your email. 

Next, you will be taken to the registration screen 

where you’ll be asked to create a password.  Enter 

and confirm this password. 

 

Then click the captcha to prove that you’re not a 

robot, then click “Register.” 



Check your email.  You should 

have received a confirmation/

email verification message.  

Click the link inside this 

message to verify your 

account. 

You will also be asked to verify your phone 

number.   

If, after entering both your home or cell phone 

number (if applicable), you receive an error 

message, please contact the church office. 

The below image is what your computer screen will look like.  If you are using a mobile phone or tablet, your 

view will be rather different.  For the purpose of this handout, we will use instructions for the computer-

version.  If you need assistance with the following on your mobile device, please contact the church office. 

Next, click on your name in the 

top, right corner. 

You should see a dropdown menu.  In order to include yourself in the online directory that is visible to all 

church members who have a Realm account, click “Manage Privacy” 



Select the appropriate option for 

yourself.  If you choose not to 

share your contact information, 

people will still be able to see you 

(put a name with a face) in the 

directory, but will not see your 

address, phone number, or email. 

To make sure your 

information is correct, click on 

your name in the upper right 

corner.  Select “My Profile” 

from the dropdown menu.  

If you need to make 

corrections, click “Edit Profile” 

Now, you’re ready to explore this new program.  Because so much new technology can seem overwhelming, 

we are going to focus on helping you feel comfortable accessing the new online directory this week.  Feel 

free to view your groups, giving, and more if you feel comfortable doing so. 



To find your directory on either a mobile 

device or desktop (again, these views are 

very different, so we will simplify with just 

one method of finding your directory), 

click on “Groups” then “Northminster 

Presbyterian Church.”   

Next, click on “Participants” to see a 

list of everyone in the church who has 

signed up for a Realm account.  As 

long as the member has given 

permission to view their contact 

information, it will show by clicking on 

their name. 

Please feel free to contact Jennifer in the church office at 477-6646 with any questions.  If you would like face

-to-face assistance with getting the Realm Connect app along with your account set up on your mobile device 

or lap-top, you can visit the church office Monday through Friday between 9:00-1:00 and Jennifer will be 

happy to assist you. 
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