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Northminster has a Thanks to YOU the Alternative Christmas Fair will bless

those in need with food, shelter, and a home filled with love.
Amazing gifts in honor or memory of family and friends, your
generous donations raised a total of $4,184.

Loaves and Fishes Ministry - $1,736

i s for giving! Habitat for Humanity - $1164

, - “: gl g Thornwell Home for Children - $1,284
Habltat Additional thanks to Gail Rabai for selling cards displaying her
for Humanity® gorgeous art work. All of her profits helped the amount we can

donate to our selected ministries.

o : I : God has truly blessed Northminster’s congregation with heart, a
]“’E hornwell desire to serve, and talent that enriches our community and

Building Tomorrow’s Families Today ~beyond.

BACKPACK BLESSINGS

Our Backpack Ministry serves children at Rosa Taylor Elementary who face food insufficiency during
the weekends and during holidays. In addition to our dedicated Northminster team of volunteers, we also
need to thank service groups in our community who have donated to this mission.

The Exchange Club of Macon recently donated $300 to our Backpack fund. Also, the Community
Service Guild of Macon donates food items and school supplies regularly. If you speak to someone in
these service groups, please express your thanks.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES—2018

You know that you have been looking for a chance to make a positive impact in our community! Here are some
ways you can help:

Loaves and Fishes Ministry — Select one Wednesday early morning each month to pick up bakery goods at Panera
Bread to take to L&F. For further information see Roland Hill or email jrhfinstrat@hotmail.com.

Habitat for Humanity — Become a member of Northminster’s team to do specific construction work a few times a
year. For further information see Frank Ellis or email frankellis@cox.net.

Backpack Ministry — Deliver bags of food to Rosa Taylor Elementary one day each month. For further information
see Judy Hill or email rolandjudy@hotmail.com.

Insi his I
GOOD SAM OFFERING nside this Issue

Page 2 Stewardship & Finance;

The scripture tells us to “love your neighbor as yourself.” PNC Update; Lunch Bunch;
ﬁ What better way could you love your neighbor than helping }Tlha“];) yo“dfrom r]r;em_bers?
o . them in times of need. The Good Samaritan Offering does omebound memobers,
Good Samaritan " . . 2018 Celebration of Faith;
this for thg needs in our community and for the needs _Of our Women’s Bible Study
( congregation. This month we were able to help a widower .
with his gas bill. He is on disability and when his wife Page 3: Music Notes;

died this past summer his income was cut in half. Thank you for your gen- Letter from the Pastor

erous support of the needy people in our community! Page 4: January Calendar




FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT— FROM STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE HOMEBOUND

NOVEMBER Best wishes for 2018 to all of you and to Northmin- MEMBERS
OUR NOVEMBER TI T HserSis agongdegafion. RYjowy g@rosity and support ;-z-s-o-co---r-------

. : Bill & Claude
Mont hly Neepd sy A fppreciarcd B
) ] Several families utilize the gift of stock for their .
Gi ven i n OcbtHoybXedryl@ighsnd financial support. This is encouraged. llf/ie?tc.hlglgii)wen
To make sure NPC receives credit, use our DTC a ‘1n alton
#8862 at Merrill Lynch to ensure proper routing and + Doris Vann
Yedmmat e NebeodT n I ney¥nthc®PrBnfiifer Fromm at Merrill to let her know of | Mary Kay

Huber-Leslie
Lavenia Kimbell
Jewel James

Gi vent ®@ateboyn I Hapadngimnsaction
(478-471-4100). ,
Ricky Smith 478-718-1019

YTD Net VarbPdbhtedddH resjr327@gmail.com .
Flippy Denton
Dana MacMillan
PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE John Hurst
Laverne
The Northminster PNC (pastor nominating committee) has started reviewing the resumes McMichael

for prospective pastors. This is a very time-consuming portion of the process so please
bear with us. Thank you so much for not asking us when we will complete this phase and
will begin the interview process. Please continue to be in prayer for the committee as it is
working. Also continue to support the ministry of the church through prayer, participation
and financial support during this time.

Jane Prentice
Jane Starling
Bill Rogers

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY JANUARY LUNCH BUNCH

The Lunch Bunch is a Dutch treat group that gets to-
gether on the first Tuesday of the month. The group
is open to anyone who likes to eat out and have fel-

W lowship time with members and friends of the
church. The Lunch Bunch will dine Tuesday, Janu-
BY PRISCILLA SHIRER ary 2nd at Grits Café in Forsyth at 12:00.
7 SESSIONS

DISCERNING

JOIN USs!

SPECIAL THANK YOU, CHRUCH FAMILY

Join us for this wonderful new series if you
want to gain practical advice for knowing and
understanding God’s voice through His
Word, learn to recognize the Holy Spirit’s Dear Church Family,

character, language, and tone of voice, and Thank you all for your many cards, visits, and most of all your
strengthen your daily walk with God. This 7- prayers, during my recent back surgery and rehab. It is indeed, a
week course begins Wednesday, January 17th huge blessing to have such a caring and concerned church family.
at 10:00am. Books are $14 each. Sign-ups May God Bless You All!

on the weekly response sheet will be In Christ’s Love,

available through Sunday, January 14th. Nita Mitchell

The following is a message received mid-November 2017 and
mistakenly left out of the December Newsletter:

CELEBRATION OF FAITH

Flint River M:;,n Flint River Presbytery presents: "Responding to the Call", Celebration of Faith 2018.

/IL) &/ 4 Celebration of Faith (COF) is a retreat weekend, which provides occasions for relaxation,

FRP. The dates are March 9-11, 2018, and the location is The Lodge at Lake Blackshear in
8 Cordele, Georgia. This year's featured speaker is Ralph Basui Watkins, The Peachtree
Associate Professor of Evangelism and Church Growth, Columbia Theologlcal Seminary.
Registration is NOW open. Detailed information and Registration Forms are available in
the church office or from your Christian Education Moderators, Joe Watwood and Amy Maley. All registrations (and
checks) are made through (and payable to) the Presbytery office, and a discount is available for those who prepay half of
the cost by January 5, 2018.

study, worship and fellowship for families and friends within and beyond the borders of
Celebra t\ow of Faith 201



4 JJ We were so blessed by such wonderful

) ;‘c : music during the month of December.
) he For me, and I know for many of you, the
music of the season is a large part of what

\// ; H S e Y = I makes Christmas so special. At North-
/)r \\’: L__cfi 7 77 : Ve e :*: </ minster, we are indeed blessed with a
\ji:v‘ 47 B il ¢ ' 0\6 wide range of talent, and I am very thank-
. - ! ful that so many of you are willing to
share so generously of your time and tal-
ents to make our worship services mean-

Music

ingful, and a true offering of praise to our Lord.
Thank you to our NPC Chance choir, NPC Bell ensemble, NPC Brass ensemble, our wonderful Youth Music
Connection singers (and their parents who get them here for practice), Edward Clark, Pat McCall, and Calista
Koch, harpist. I hope you have been blessed by the music of December at NPC as much as I have. Please thank
these musicians when you see them, and consider joining one of these groups in 2018. You will be
glad you did!

The choir will sing for the January 7th Sunday morning service, with optional 9:15am rehearsal that
morning. Bell and Chancel choir rehearsals will resume at their regular time on Wednesday, Jan
10th. Have a blessed 2018!

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Years ago someone published a self= help book called Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff . Yet in thinking of Jesus
teachings I recalled how often it was in the small stuff that Jesus insight to faithful living.

-leaving the 99 to seek the one lost sheep

-the widow’s mite

-faith of a mustard seed

-a few loaves and fish

-see the lilies of the field how God clothes them so don’t be so anxious about your life

- a sower sowing seeds
Even the Christmas story we left just a week ago was about an infant in a world where Caesar was emperor and
Herod ruled and yet the child Jesus is remembered more than they.

Day to day it’s the small change in habits that grow to make a major difference. It’s true in your personal life
and in church life. 2018 may hold the possibility of a new pastor for Northminster. Between now and then don’t
forget to focus on the small habits of life together. My summary comes from 1 Thessalonians

1. Live in such a way as to please God

2. Do your work faithfully

3. Respect those who labor among you

4. Be at peace among yourselves

5. Encourage the faint hearted

6. Help the weak

7. Seek to do good to one another and to all ,
8. Always rejoice

9. Pray without ceasing ?ggfggflg Year,

10. In all circumstances give thanks

Interim Pastor

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The Session did not meet in December. The next meeting will be held Monday, January 22nd at 6:30pm.
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